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Reminder School Times 

From September 2024 our school 
times changed. 

School continues to open to pupils at 
8:45am every morning. However, we 
expect all pupils to be in school for 

registration at 9:00am. 
At the end of the day lessons will not 
finish until 2:55pm and we expect all 

pupils to be collected by 3:10pm. 

 
HEADTEACHER 
INSIGHT 
Where is the time 
going?! Only one 
term left to go and 
then another year will 
be finished!   
It was brilliant to see parents attending 
our second ever Hillside TASTE event. 
This one focused on our enhanced 
curriculum including all of the 
therapies that we offer and included a 
lovely demonstration from our Music 
Therapist – Mollie! I hope everyone 
enjoyed themselves and found the 
session informative. It is lovely to see 
so many parents attending and being 
actively involved.  
The pupils continue to make fantastic 
progress across the board and it is 
great seeing them using these skills in 
a range of settings including accessing 
more offsite learning.  
We continue to wait for Ofsted to 
return but we are eager to show them 
what we do when they do come! We 
are very proud of the school and the 
opportunities and experiences we 
provide to all of the pupils.  
I hope you enjoy looking through all 
the amazing photos included in this 
half terms Headlines!  
Have a peaceful and happy holidays 
and a Happy Easter!  
Lizzi  

 

Contact Details  

 01787 372808 

admin@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk 

Pathway Leads 

Lizzi Murphy: 

Sensory Pathway Lead - for 

Squirrel, Badger and Owl 

classes 

Shelley Jackson: 

Structured Pathway Lead - for 

Vole, Rabbit and Lark classes  

Jenny Grainger: 

Specific Pathway Lead - for 

Hedgehog, Fox and Kestrel 

classes  

Pupil Attendance 
 

If your child is unable to attend 
school – you must phone school, 
by 9:00am, to report their absence 
including the reason why. 
 

If your child requires time off for a 
medical appointment – please 
provide a copy of the 
appointment letter/email/text to 
the office prior to the day of the 
appointment – there is no form that 
needs to be completed. 
 

If your child requires leave of 
absence for a funeral, wedding etc. 
– you must complete a ‘Pupil 
Request for Special Leave of 
Absence’ form prior to event. Any 
requests for absence of this type 
must be put in writing on the form 
and submitted to the Headteacher in 
advance.  

 

 

mailto:admin@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk
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Events marked with an asterix* will 
have further details issued nearer the 
time.  
 

April 2025 
Tuesday 22nd – PD Day – No pupils 
Wednesday 23rd – Pupils return to 
school 
Friday 25th –  St George’s Theme Day* 
Wednesday 30th –  House Poetry 
Competition* 
 

May 2025 
Monday 5th – Bank Holiday – School 
Closed 
Monday 12th – Friends of Hillside AGM* 
Wednesday 21st – House Curling 
Competition*  
Thursday 22nd – Hillside TASTE 
Careers Event* 
Friday 23rd – Last Day of Term  
 

June 2025 
Monday 2nd – Pupils return to school 
 

Term Dates & other Diary 
Dates are on our website:  
www.hillsidespecial.org.uk  

 

About Us > Term Dates  
Family Area > Diary Dates 

  

  

 Boccia House Competition   
This term we have 
had an inter-house 
Boccia 
competition. This 
was a chance for 
all of the pupils to 
take part in Boccia 
games in the class 
groups while trying 
to win points for 
their house teams.  
The team that won 
the most number of 
games came first.  
It was a very close 
event! The blue 

team came 3rd having won 6 games. The red and yellow teams came joint 
2nd having won 10 games each, but the green team came 1st having won 
12 games! Well done to everyone!  

http://www.hillsidespecial.org.uk/
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 Squirrel Class     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Vole Class     

 
 

 
 

 
 
  

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Squirrel Class have focused their learning on the 

Hungry Caterpillar story! We have loved reading 

the book, counting out the number of fruit each 

day and painting pictures. We have tasted 

different foods from the story and said what we 

like and don’t like. We made beautiful 

butterflies using different colours and shapes! 
 

Vole class have been out and about on the bus this 

term. We have been learning about how to sit nicely 

in the bus, keeping our seatbelts on, holding hands 

and walking nicely, being safe in the community. 

We have found some lovely parks around Sudbury, 

and went to The Mill to feed the ducks. This week 

we have been on a bus hunt for signs of spring, 

looking for daffodils, lambs, blossom etc. 
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Rabbit Class    

 

 
  In Rabbit class this term, we have been 

making pizzas in cooking. We have been 

becoming really independent in grating our 

cheese, spreading and cutting our 

ingredients to go on the top. We have 

started to wash and tidy up our own 

equipment once we have finished too. We 

have spent a lot of time out in the 

community, working on our road safety skills 

and exploring the local area and different 

parks. We really enjoyed a bowling trip this 

term and have been working really hard on 

our phonics too.  

 

Hedgehogs have had a busy Spring Term. 
We have continued working hard to 
develop our phonics and number skills 
through the Read Write Inc. and the Maths 
for Life programmes.  
All pupils have enjoyed cooking each 
week, and we have worked on and 
developed our social skills through PSHE 
lessons and turn taking activities. 
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Fo x Clas  s    

 
 
 

 
 

  
 

Badgers have had a busy Spring 

term. We have been developing 

our gross and fine motor skills, 

learning different body parts, 

making marks in different media 

and enjoying building up 

relationships with our peers. 

 

Foxes have had a busy term. Our topic has 

been “All about me” we have been learning 

about puberty in RSHE, Human body organs 

in Sciences, Emotions and personal hygiene in 

PSD and producing a personalised art booklet 

all about me during our Art and Design 

lesson. We have continued to make progress 

in numeracy and phonics. Pupil have enjoyed 

completing the school weekly shopping in 

small groups on Fridays.  
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Kestrel Class     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wow what a super Spring Term Larks have had! We 

have been continuing with our community visits 

and improving our skills in supermarkets by using 

the self-service checkouts and scanners. We have 

visited new places within the local area such as 

Great Cornard Country Park, Constitution Hill 

Flowers and the Croft. We have been working hard 

in phonics and mathematics improving and building 

upon our previous knowledge. This term we have 

also focussed on our understanding of how plants 

grow from farming and planting our own seeds.  

 

Kestrel Class have been working 
hard all term! Many of us have been 
re-designing and looking after our 
Garden for our Duke of Edinburgh 
award. This has involved buying 

equipment to look after our plants, 
as well as using the equipment to 
plant and tend to them to make 

sure they keep growing!   
We have also continued to work on 
our phonics, reading and writing so 
that we can have as many skills as 
possible when we leave Hillside!  
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Owl Class     

 

 
  

Desig n Day  
 

Owls have had a very busy term, we enjoyed 
making pancakes, especially the choosing our 
toppings and tasty portion of it! We have also 
been out and about in the community and had 
trips down to the Water Meadows looking for 

signs of Spring and to Sudbury farmers market. 
We have been learning about the five senses 
and celebrations like birthdays and weddings. 
Most excitingly though we have been looking 

at the lifecycle of a frog and have our very own 
class tadpoles! We have a lot of fun looking at 
them through the magnifying glass and seeing 

how they are growing. 

Our 
Futuristic 
Robots 

Design Day 
was 

amazing – 
this is what 
we made!  
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Integrated Community Paediatric Services 

Paediatric Occupational Therapy Service 

Bury Child Development Centre 

Hospital Road 

Bury St Edmunds 

Suffolk 

IP33 3ND 

01284 741714 

 

Occupational Therapy (OT) for Hillside 2024-2025 

 

We are the Occupational Therapy team and will work collectively to support each other to cover classes. 

Charlotte Mortham  

(Occupational Therapist) 

 

Charlotte.mortham@wsh.nhs.uk 

01284 741714 

 

Working Days: 

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursdays 

 

 

Classes: 

Hedgehogs 

Badgers 

 

Kylie See 

(Occupational Therapist) 

 

Kylie.see@wsh.nhs.uk 

01284 741714 

 

Working Days: 

Alternate Mondays, Tuesday to 

Friday 

 

 

Classes: 

Squirrels 

Owls 

Kestrels 

Fiona Hawes 

(Occupational Therapy 

Technician) 

  

Fiona.hawes@wsh.nhs.uk 

01284 741714 

 

Working Days: 

Monday to Thursday 

 

Supports OTs 

across covered 

classes  

 

We are not present in school on a daily basis however, we will routinely be present in school on Thursdays. We 

can be contacted anytime during the week via phone or email and will endeavour to get back to you soon as 

possible. To ensure efficiency in responding to emails please make sure you email the OT allocated to your class 

and CC in Fiona. 

 

Many thanks,  

Charlotte, Kylie and Fiona  

Hillside Occupational Therapy Team 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Charlotte.mortham@wsh.nhs.uk
mailto:Kylie.see@wsh.nhs.uk
mailto:Fiona.hawes@wsh.nhs.uk
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