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Thank you to all the Parents and Carers
that contributed to the bundle of food,
drinks and nibbles for the Hillside staff.

It really does make a difference and the
staff really do appreciate you thinking of
us all.

Many Thanks

Acting Headteacher INSIGHT

What a busy half term this has
been!

The children have been amazing
and everyone at Hillside is really
getting into the Christmas spirit.

The pupils have been involved in
many different activities this term.
Some of Voles and Squirrels pupils
entered into a mini pentathlon. This
is the first time we have taken some
of our younger pupils to a sporting
event and they really enjoyed
socialising in the community with
other schools.

Pupils from Larks and Rabbits
entered a ten pin bowling
competition (Suffolk  Schools
Games) in Ipswich and came third,
what a great team achievement!

Hedgehog and Fox classes have
had end of term visits to Colchester
zoo. The pupils loved seeing the
animals and of course Santa!

We had a very well received
Christmas Fayre with both staff
and pupils putting so much time
and effort into it and it was a
massive success - we raised
£997 for the school. Thank you
so much for your support.

The pupils will be receiving a visit
from Santa in the Hillside
Christmas Grotto in the last week
of term, along with our festive
school dinner and end of term
school disco.

The pupils performed in Hillside
Christmas Showcase with lots of
singing and dancing. The children
were amazing as always and they
handled the changes for the day
very well and enjoyed having their
Parents and Carers in school.

| hope all the pupils and families
of Hillside have a happy, healthy
and most of all, fun Christmas!

We all look forward to seeing the
pupils back in January, Merry
Christmas and a Happy new year.
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CLIMBING
SESSIONS

FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE WITH

PARTICULARLY SUITABLE FOR THOSE WITH
SEND WHO ARE NOT ATTENDING
MAINSTREAM SCHOOLINCG.

Mid Suffolk Leisure Centre
Gainsborough Road,
Stowmarket, P14 ILH

Weekly- Term Time Only
* Tuesday 130 -3:00pm
{ages 6-11)
* Thursday 1:30 -3:00pm
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for the future.

family.
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Staff Changes -

Miglena (Rabbits class teacher) - Will be leaving
us at the end of this year to move on to teach at
another school, we wish her all the best.

Jacqueline (Voles class LSA) - is leaving us at the
end of the year to start a new career, Good Luck

Maria (Owls LSA) - has decided not to return after
her maternity leave and we wish her well with her

Angela - (SSA and IT) - Left us at the start of
December for a change in career, we wish her all

Emma (Business Manager) - Emma has worked

{ages 12-25)

Costs
* £4 .00 per session Nov - Jan
* £6.00 per session Feb - April

ADVANCE BOOKING HIGHLY RECOMMENDED. LIMITED
SPACES AVAILABLE - CALL OY1449 674980

q everyoneactive.com v

@everyoneactive

¥ facebook.com/everyoneactive

at Hillside for over twenty-one years, and | know it
was a hard decision for her to leave.

We wish her the very best of luck in her new role,
we all appreciate everything she has done for the
school over the years.

We have appointed LSA’s and MDSA’s who will
be starting in the new year. We also welcome
Beth to her new role as Vole class teacher.

Be Respectful, Be Heard, Be Truthful, Be Safe and Believe in Yourself
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Fully fundad mindfulmness courses
Qatehouse /
— caring in East Anglia ’

1ol

Gatehouse Charity have been given funding by NHS East and West Suffolk
Clinical Commissioning Groups and Suffolk Community Foundation to provide
free online mindfulness courses specifically for parent carers, and believe that
this is something that some of the parents at Hillside school may benefit from. Events marked with an asterix* will have

The course is led by a clinical psychologist who is also a mindfulness teacher. further details issued nearer the time as usual.
Information about the course:

January 2024
The mindfulness for parents' course is for parents who; Wednesday 31 - PD day (staff only)
o B Thursday 4t - Pupils first day back
e Care or are former carers of a child with additional needs.
February 2024
e Care or are former carers for an adult family member or friend. Saturday 17t February — Half Term
The course starts on 8th January, but others will be run throughout the year. March 2024
Parents can book via our website: https://the-mindful-life.com/ . .-
Reporting Absences Friday 1st - Theme Day - St David’s Day
Friday 15t - Red Nose Day

If your child is unwell and unable to attend school — you must phone school,

the Hilla
by 9:00am, to report their absence including the reason why. Tuesday 26 - Hillside Has Talent

” ild ros i i school { dical tment — ol Wednesday 27th- Theme Day —
your child requires time off school for a medical appointment — please

provide a copy of the appointment letter/email/text to the office prior to Ramadan an?h|3|am day ,

the day of the appointment — there is no form that needs to be completed. Th.u"Sday 28th - Easter P'SCO
Friday 29t - Easter Holidays

If your child requires leave of absence for a holiday, funeral, wedding etc. —
you must complete a ‘Pupil Request for Special Leave of Absence’ form .
prior to event. Any absence of this type must be put in writing on the form and April 2024

submitted to the Headteacher in advance. Friday 12t - PD day (staff only)
The form can be found on our website, under the ‘Family Area’ and ‘Forms’: Monday 15t - Pupils return to school
https://www.hillsidespecial.org.uk/parents/forms Thursday 18th - Theme Day -

BORN AT THE RIGHT TIME LTD b W | Vaisakhiand Sikhism

PARENT CARER SUPPORT & RESOURCES

Rachel Wright (he ¢ 1ha Right

Timo Ltd

Term Dates & other Diary Dates are on
our website:

In a commur ng Heee are some free

www.hillsidespecial.org.uk

resomices to help lamilies like yours {eel seen, beard and
sspporiad

How can we support families like yours? About Us > Term Dates

Follow Bom at the Right Time. We shave lips and insights from one complex 6 @

neads family lo another. We'd love yos o join our community®

Family Area > Calendar and Diary Dates
Contact Details

= 01787 372808
':"‘“ putleDgas o 3 ' S Ho admin@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk

-

. Jenny Grainger:
Parent Carer (22 { Read ow lateat blogs (RN ) § = § jenny.grainger@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk

Puddle Huddle Sensory Pathway Lead
* We regularly host parent caser workshops and i 2024 thesa are taking the form of The Skies We're Under - Poddle
+ Huddle. We get together with lellow parent carers twice each hall term for 1 how, discussing particutar topics The ..
“ lirst session will be titled. “A nodding dog 10 the system - The hoops we need to jump through and the times we need Tanya Ogu nblyl

SN Tanya.Ogunbiyi@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk
Specific Pathway Lead

- The Skies I'm Under - Book

The Skies I'm Under, which shares the
reality of becoming the pareat of a chuld
with conglex disabilities and tells
patents they are not zlone as a lamily

with a child with disabilitiss. £ - Structured PathWay Lead

Emma Bradley
Emma.Bradley@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk

Be Respectful, Be Heard, Be Truthful, Be Safe and Believe in Yourself
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runs and rollercoasters.

They spent many days problem solving their designs,
turn-taking and working together using balls, water
and cars.

They made big designs with guttering and tubes in
the playground and then smaller ones, emptying and
filling cups of water in the classroom.

Sq ul I’I‘el CI ass Squirrels enjoyed Design Day that was about marble

The equipment is still very popular and the children
continue to play with their designs during free play.

In Vole class this term, the pupils have
enjoyed making Christmas crafts for the
Christmas Fayre and for them to take home.

The pupils have been making mince pies in
cooking, they becoming increasingly
independent in rolling and cutting pastry.

Be Respectful, Be Heard, Be Truthful, Be Safe and Believe in Yourself
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Hedgehog Class

Hedgehog class visited Colchester zoo and
they had a fantastic time!

What a great way to end the Autumn term!

In Rabbit class, we have been learning about healthy living and
been very active completing different exercises, practicing
brushing teeth, learning about bed-time routines and
identifying healthy foods.

We had a lot of joy learning about different celebrations and
explored this through art, cooking, music, and stories.

We have practiced our reading, writing and maths skills and
refining our communication skills.

We enjoyed taking part in bowling and visiting a Church for
Christmas interactive story.
Most of all we had fun learning new things and sharing
experiences with our peers.

Be Respectful, Be Heard, Be Truthful, Be Safe and Believe in Yourself
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Badger Class
Y

T

Badger Class had lots of fun preparing for our
Christmas Fayre!

They made Hot Chocolate Reindeers, Festive
Popcorn, Christmas Tree Decorations and Reindeer
Food

Kestrel class enjoyed making Christmas pop up
cards and working on their independence skills

Be Respectful, Be Heard, Be Truthful, Be Safe and Believe in Yourself
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Fox Class

This half term Fox class have been learning
how to make mince pies for Santa.

We have practised measuring out the
ingredients using the scales and mixing the
ingredients to make a pastry.

We hope Santa likes his mince pies on
Christmas Eve!

Lark class enjoyed making individual marble runs for
Design Technology day.

Lark class made wooden Christmas decorations to sell at
the school Christmas Fayre.
They made snowmen, reindeer and Christmas trees

¥ i
A ol

Be Respectful, Be Heard, Be Truthful, Be Safe and Believe in Yourself
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For Owl class topic ‘Out of This
World’, pupils explored a 5m hot air
balloon and enjoyed Switches in the
light room

All classes have been working since
September towards the Christmas
showcase performance.

Thank You to all the staff and pupils for
their hard work

Be Respectful, Be Heard, Be Truthful, Be Safe and Believe in Yourself
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Christmas Showcase

Your Child’s School Needs You!

©
Interested in being a Parent Governor? HI”SIde

Think you can make a Positive Impact at Hillside? J

Parent Governors play a vital role, holding the unique position of having a parental viewpoint
whilst being able to use their skills and knowledge to contribute to the continuous improvement
of the school.

The Governing Body of Hillside Special School has two vacancies and is looking for new
parents and/or carers to join them. There are no special qualifications needed, just a desire and
the drive to play an integral role in supporting your child’s school. You may have knowledge or
skills from your line of work, home life or your hobbies; you never know how you might be able
to contribute!

If you would like to find out more, and to arrange an informal chat about the role, please contact
Shelley Jackson, Acting Headteacher, either by email to shelley.jackson@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk
or by phone on 01787 372808

We would love to hear from you!

Be Respectful, Be Heard, Be Truthful, Be Safe and Believe in Yourself
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From the Salt team -

We want to wish our families a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from the Speech and Language Therapy team. We have been busy
this term meeting new children and running interactive storytelling therapy groups about a little mouse “squeak squeak” which children have
responded positively to. We will be preparing visuals for the new equipment in the hydrotherapy pool and supporting staff to use these in their
sessions next term. We have provided visuals and Makaton signs to model festive topic vocab at school and would love to hear how you get with
these at home.
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