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Funding for Leisure Activities for Children 
with Additional Needs (UK) 
 

The Happy Days Children’s Charity is inviting 
applications for funding towards trips, respite 
breaks and group activity holidays for 
disadvantaged children and young people with 
additional needs. 
 

The charity awards funding for different types of 

activities to support families with children aged 
3-17 who have a disability, a special need or 
have been abused. 
 

Grants are available for the following activities: 

• Family Day Trips - eligible trips include 
zoos, farm parks, theme parks, the seaside or 
the theatre 

• Family Holiday Breaks - a short break 

family holiday by the seaside or in the 
countryside, usually in the United Kingdom. 
Other destinations will be considered according 
to cost. 
• Group Day Trips and Visiting Theatre - 
a day trip to a wide variety of destinations, for 
example, the seaside, a theme park, the theatre, 
or for a theatre workshop to visit the applicants' 
premises. Items that can be funded are 
tickets/passes and transport costs 

• Group Activity Holidays - a group 

activity holiday to a wide variety of destinations 
such as outdoor activity centres, holiday camps 
and sailing breaks 
 
Applications for family activities are accepted 

from parents, guardians, grandparents or 
siblings, as well as GPs, consultants, nurses or 
social workers. 
 
Applications can be made at any time. 

 
https://www.happydayscharity.org/applications 

 
HEADTEACHER 
INSIGHT 
We have made it to 
the end of our first 
term in our new 
2025-2026 academic 
year!  
It has been an incredibly busy term: 
welcoming new pupils to the school, 
the addition of a new class group, 
building work, sports fixtures and 
events, Theme Days, DT Days, 
dancing through the decades as well 
as all the work they have been doing 
in classes on our Curriculum.  
I want to take the opportunity to thank 
each and every staff member for all of 
their ongoing support and dedication 
to the pupils and to helping them to 
achieve their best.  
It has been a real delight to join up 
with additional schools this term with 
some PE fixtures to give the pupils the 
opportunity to socialise in different 
settings.  
Behind the scenes we are working 
constantly with the Local Authority 
around the size and suitability of our 
building and the incredibly large 
numbers of consultations we are 
receiving for places. We are already 
full for September 2026.  
I hope you all have a calm and festive 
break.  
Please reach out for support if you 
need it.  
 

Lizzi  

Contact Details  

 01787 372808 

admin@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk 

Pathway Leads 

Lizzi Murphy: 

head@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk  

Sensory Pathway Lead - for 

Squirrel, Badger and Owl 

classes 

Shelley Jackson: 

shelley.jackson@hillsided.suffolk.sch.uk  

Structured Pathway Lead - for 

Vole, Rabbit, Lark and 

Woodpecker classes  

Claire Hyde: 

claire.hyde@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk  

Specific Pathway Lead - for 

Hedgehog, Fox and Kestrel 

classes  
Sheena Berry  
Sheena.berry@hilside.suffolk.sch.uk  

and  

Sarah Triner 

sarah.triner@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk are 

also members of the Senior 

Leadership Team and can be 

contacted for advice and 

support.  

Pupil Attendance 
 

If your child is unable to attend 
school – you must phone school, 
by 9:00am, to report their absence 
including the reason why. 
If your child requires time off for a 
medical appointment – please 
provide a copy of the 
appointment letter/email/text to 
the office prior to the day of the 
appointment – there is no form that 
needs to be completed. 

 

Fundraising!  
We wanted to take the opportunity to say a massive thank you to everyone that has 
supported us over this term with our various events.  
The turnout for events that we have put on, has been fantastic and as a consequence 
we have raised some great sums of money for different causes. Over this term we have 
raised:  

 Christmas Jumper Day: £67.75 
 Christmas Cards: £491.00 
 Christmas Performance Tickets: £469.00 
 Fund Raising for EACH: £115.58 
 Fund Raising for Shelley Riding Centre: £119.26 
 Christmas Fayre: £ 899.54 (£238.00 raffle ticket sales prior to 

Christmas Fayre + £661.54 on the day) 
The money raised from the Christmas cards is divided by the classes and is 
used to buy presents for the pupils for when Santa comes to visit.  
Money from Christmas Jumper Day goes to the charity as does the 
fundraising from our Christmas Performances.  
The money from our Christmas Performance and the Fayre will all be put 
towards additional resources for the pupils including (if we raise enough!) 
an accessible trampoline!  

 

mailto:admin@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk
mailto:head@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk
mailto:shelley.jackson@hillsided.suffolk.sch.uk
mailto:claire.hyde@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk
mailto:Sheena.berry@hilside.suffolk.sch.uk
mailto:sarah.triner@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk
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Events marked with an asterix* will have 
further details issued nearer the time.  
 

January 2026 
Monday 5th – PD Days – No Pupils  
Tuesday 6th – First day of term – Pupils 
return to school  
Thursday 15th –HPV Vaccinations and 
Meningitis Catch Up Immunisations* 
Monday 19th – Beauty and the Beast 
Production for Pupils 
 

February 2026 
Monday 9th – Hillside TASTE – Post 16 
Options* 
Tuesday 10th – Pancake Day Theme 
Day* 
Wednesday 11th – House Curling 
Competition 
Friday 13th – Last day of term for pupils 
Monday 16th – First day of half term 
holiday for pupils  
Monday 23rd – First day of term – 
Pupils return to school 
 
 

Term Dates & other Diary 
Dates are on our website:  
www.hillsidespecial.org.uk  

 

About Us > Term Dates  
Family Area > Diary Dates 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

The Quay Theatre is offering Dame 
Dolly’s One Person Panto from 
Thursday 1st January 2026 – 
Sunday 4th January, with a Relaxed 
Performance on Saturday 3rd 
January at 11am.  This performance 
will include a Sign Language 
Interpreter. 
 

The lighting and sound levels will be 
adjusted, the auditorium lights will 
remain on and the auditorium doors 
will be left open, so that audience 
members will be able to move freely. 
Any loud bangs, flashes and 
pyrotechnics will be reduced, or 
removed, and the Quay Theatre Bar 
area will be available as a chill-out 
space should anyone find that the 
performance becomes 
overwhelming. 

  

http://www.hillsidespecial.org.uk/
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 Squirrel Class     
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Vole 
Class     

 
 
 
 

   
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Squirrel Class have been learning about People 

Who Help Us this term! We had lots of fun 

dressing up to become cooks and waiters, 

police officers, firefighters, transport and post 

workers. We read many stories such as ‘The 

Tiger who came to Tea’ and ‘The Jolly 

Postman’. We had lots of fun with our sensory 

play and completing our arts and crafts! 

 

Voles have been 

learning about 

‘people who help 

us’ this term. We 

learnt about how 

to keep our teeth 

healthy and clean 

by brushing twice 

a day. We 

brushed some 

BIG teeth and 

looked at the 

different types of 

teeth in our 

mouths. 
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Hedgeh  og C  lass      

 
 

 
 

 

 

Rabbit Class    

 
 
  In Rabbits this term, we have 

been using the Colour Monster 

story to explore the different 

emotions we feel and what these 

may look like. We made our 

own Colour Monster pictures 

for each emotions and used 

marbles and paint to make a 

mixed emotions monster. We 

have been making pizza’s in 

cooking, independently 

spreading the tomato puree and 

practicing to grate the cheese 

using the grater. We have been 

working hard on our phonics 

and have been sorting objects by 

characteristics too.  

 

This term Hedgehogs 
have been looking at 
'people who help us'. The 
children have been 
exploring different 
equipment and dressing 
up as those who help us. 
They have continued to 
work hard at their phonics 
and Numeracy. 
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Badger C  lass   

 

  
 
 

 
 

Fox Class    

 
 
 

 
 
  

 

Badger class have really been enjoying our topic of 

Festivals and Celebrations. We have explored 

celebrating birthdays, weddings, music festivals, 

Halloween, bonfire night, harvest festival and Christmas.  
 

Fox class have been very 

busy this term learning 

about Festivals from 

around the world and 

enjoying cooking. In 

Maths, we have focused 

on numbers including 

addition and subtraction 

and ordering numbers. 

We have also been 

looking closely at 

naming our feelings.  
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Lark 
Class     

 

  

Ke  strel C  lass     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lark Class have had a busy first term with 

lots of community visits, facilitating the 

children to work on their road safety skills, 

communicating with others and handling 

money. We have visited a range of places 

such as the Festival of Trees, Morrisons, 

Tesco, Saver and B&M. We have also visited 

Clare Country Park, recycling, Newton Green 

and remembered the soldiers by going St 

Mary’s Church and the war memorial in 

Hadleigh, these are just some of our 

community outings.  

The children have made super progress with 

maths, phonics, understanding the world and 

physical development this term by our varied 

and creative curriculum.  

 

Kestrel Class have been 

about ‘Keeping Ourselves 

Safe’ this term, 

understanding who safe 

people are and making the 

right choices. We enjoyed 

being visited by local 

police officers who keep 

us safe in the community. 

We also enjoyed learning 

about the Titanic, cooking 

many treats and 

participating in school 

events! 
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Woodpecker Class 
 

Owls have had a busy 

term looking at how to 

keep ourselves safe. We 

have done a lot of work 

on how to cross a road 

safely and have been able 

to go out into the 

community to practise. 

We also enjoyed looking 

at the Titanic and made 

passports so we could 

board our own Titanic in 

class. The students 

weren’t too sure about 

touching the iceberg! Owl 

class wish everyone a 

very happy Christmas. 

 

Woodpecker Class have had a great first term 
together. They have been working hard on all 
areas of the Curriculum including Phonics and 

Maths for Life. There is a big focus on 
independence and building skills in 

preparation for leaving Hillside. This includes 
community outings, making food and following 

instructions.  
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We have continued 

to access the Shelley 

Riding Centre for a 

small group of 

pupils. One of our 

pupils has even 

gained their Level 2 

certificate in Horse 

Care! When we can 

a group of pupils 

have been accessing 

rebound therapy 

next door at 

Ormiston, this is a 

lovely opportunity 

for pupils to work 

on their core 

strength, following 

instructions as well 

as Trampolining 

routines. We have 

also had the pleasure 

of taking part in 

some Boccia 

competitions with 

other local Special 

Schools!  

 


