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HEADTEACHER 
INSIGHT 
by Lizzi Murphy 
 

We are officially 

half way through 
this academic year!  

It has been a pleasure watching the 

pupils develop since September, in 

particular seeing how well those 

who joined us this academic year, 
have settled into life at Hillside.  

Our Read, Write, Inc. phonics 

continues to support the pupils 

with their reading development and 

we are seeing more pupils 

beginning to have an awareness of 
phonetics and an understanding 

that letters represent information. 

This is amazing! Our 

Communication Lead is currently 

working on developing a program 
for pupils who are no longer 

working on the engagement model 

but are not quite ready for our 

phonics scheme.  

Woodpecker Class moved into their 

new classroom in January and are 
settling in well! It is the only room 

with air conditioning so I think we 

will all be finding excuses to visit 

over the summer months!  

We are in the initial stages of 
working with Suffolk County 

Council around some further 

building work. This would be to 

turn an existing room into another 

classroom. This is due to the ever 

increasing number of pupils that 
we are being allocated and would 

take our number of class groups up 

to 11. (We have already received 30 

more consultations for placements 

than this time last year.) I have 
highlighted the fact that we will be 

at absolute capacity and will not be 

able to increase any further. I will 

update you when I have some 

definitive plans!  

Finally, I just wanted to issue a 
reminder that we are here to 

support you in any way we can.  If 

we do not know the answers, or it 

is not appropriate for us to get 

involved we will try and find 
someone that does/can!  

I wish you all a peaceful and safe 

Half Term.  

Lizzi  

 

Pupil Attendance 
 

If your child is unable to attend 
school – you must phone 
school, by 9:00am, to report 
their absence including the 
reason why. 
 

If your child requires time off 
for a medical appointment – 
please provide a copy of the 
appointment letter/email/text 
to the office prior to the day 
of the appointment – there is 
no form that needs to be 
completed. 
 

If your child requires leave of 
absence for a funeral, wedding 
etc. – you must complete a 
‘Pupil Request for Special 
Leave of Absence’ form 
prior to event. Any requests 
for absence of this type must 
be put in writing on the form 
and submitted to the 
Headteacher in advance.  
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Events marked with an asterix* will have 
further details issued nearer the time as 

usual. 

February 2026 
Friday 13th – Last day of term for 
pupils 
Monday 23rd – Pupils return to school 
 
March 2026 
Thursday 5th – World Book Day*  
Monday 9th – Hillside TASTE Coffee 
afternoon – Pupil Mental Health* 
Tuesday 10th – Residential Parents’ 
Meeting* 
Tuesday 17th – Design Day – Things 
that Go and Things that Fly* 
Friday 20th – Red Nose Day* 
Thursday 26th – Theme Day – 
Christianity and Easter* 
Friday 27th – Last Day of Term  
 
April 2026 
Monday 13th – PD Day – No pupils  
Tuesday 14th – Pupils return to school  
 

 

Term Dates & other Diary Dates 
are on our website:  

www.hillsidespecial.org.uk  
 

About Us > Term Dates  
Family Area > Diary Dates 

 

 

 

Contact Details    01787 372808 admin@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk 
 

Claire Hyde:  
 claire.hyde@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk  
 Specific Pathway Lead  

Shelley Jackson: 
 shelley.jackson@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk  
 Structured Pathway Lead  

Lizzi Murphy: 
 head@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk 
 Sensory Pathway Lead 
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