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Please find above a 

leaflet for a family fun 

day which is being 

organised and hosted by 

one of our families.  

 

HEADTEACHER 
INSIGHT 
I wish to take this 
time to thank you 
all for being 
constantly 
supportive of the 
work we are doing with your 
children. The support that you 
provide in the home allows us to 
build upon their learning constantly 
in school – so Thank You!  
We have a few staff changes over 
the Summer – Ryan who has been 
covering in classes and leading 
Physical Development is leaving us 
for a new challenge in a Secondary 
School and Emma who is a LSA in 
Fox Class is leaving to return to 
Australia for a while. We wish them 
both all of the luck in the world.  
This will be my last Headlines for 
approximately a term! I hope to be 
back in September to see you all 
after the Summer Holidays, 
however we cannot predict if baby 
boy that’s cooking has other plans! 
I send you all my love and best 
wishes for the Summer Holidays. I 
know it can be a difficult time for 
families but I hope you all manage 
to create some memories where 
you can.  
Lizzi  
 

Contact Details  

 01787 372808 

admin@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk 

Pathway Leads 

Jenny Grainger:  

Sensory Pathway Lead - for 

Squirrel, Badger and Owl 

classes 

Emma Bradley: 

Structured Pathway Lead - 

for Vole, Rabbit and Lark 

classes  

Tanya Ogunbiyi: 

Specific Pathway Lead - for 

Hedgehog, Fox and Kestrel 

classes  

 

  

Reporting Absences   
 

If your child is unwell and unable to attend school – you must phone 
school, by 9:00am, to report their absence including the reason 
why.  
 

If your child requires time off school for a medical appointment – 
please provide a copy of the appointment letter/email/text to the 
office prior to the day of the appointment – there is no form that 
needs to be completed.  
 

If your child requires leave of absence for a holiday, funeral, wedding 
etc. – you must complete a ‘Pupil Request for Special Leave of 
Absence’ form prior to event. Any absence of this type must be put 
in writing on the form and submitted to the Headteacher in advance.  
 

The form can be found on our website, under the ‘Family Area’ and 
‘Forms’: https://www.hillsidespecial.org.uk/parents/forms 

mailto:admin@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk
https://www.hillsidespecial.org.uk/parents/forms
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Events marked with an asterix* will 
have further details issued nearer the 
time.  
 

September 2023 
Monday 4th – PD Day – No pupils 
Tuesday 5th – PD Day – No pupils 
Wednesday 6th –  Pupils return to 
school 
Wednesday 27th –  Macmillan Coffee 
Morning* 
Friday 29th –  Flu Vaccinations* 
 

October 2023 
Tuesday 3rd – Theme Day – French 
Day* 
Tuesday 17th – Parents’ Evening* 
Friday 20th – Halloween Disco  
Friday 20th – Last Day of Term  
Saturday 21st – First Day of Half Term 
Holiday 
Monday 30th – PD Day – No pupils  
Tuesday 31st – Pupils return to school 
 
 

Term Dates & other Diary 
Dates are on our website:  
www.hillsidespecial.org.uk  

 

About Us > Term Dates  
Family Area > Diary Dates 

Free new Suffolk activities for 
families 

 

Love Exploring is a free app with local 
guided tours and discovery games which 
are perfect for families. 
 

The games and guided trails have been 
designed to be enjoyed together. There 
are fairies and dinosaurs to find, and 
when you meet them they’ll ask you a 
question about the location you are in! 
 

Useful interactive maps show you where 
to park the car, find the loo, or grab a 
coffee and cake. Learn more by visiting 
the Love Exploring website. The app is 
available to download for 
both iOS and Android. 
 

Locations featured include: 
 

Sudbury - 5 trails  
Lavenham - 2 trails  
Hadleigh - 2 trails 
Dedham - 3 trails 
Shotley - 1 trail  
Stowmarket - 3 trails 
Needham Market - 5 trails  
Eye - 2 Trails 
 

We hope you enjoy this app and the 
many activities you can find on it for you 
and your family. Have a great summer! 
 

Scanning the QR code above will take you 
direct to the Love Exploring website. 

 

There is also a Summer 
Teen Club @ Sudbury 

Community Hub. 
Contact 

www. leadinglives.org.uk 
for further information. 

Message from Suffolk Police:   
 

We have recently had reports in to the Police with regards to young 
people accessing private land that has lakes or sections of rivers running 
through it to use the water to swim/play in hot weather. 
Aside from making the landowners very anxious as to the dangers this 
can cause to the young people in case they get into difficulty in the water 
due to reeds/mud and debris unseen, it has also caused criminal damage 
to fencing, gates etc. and has had to be replaced at a cost to the 
landowner. 
On one occasion one young person suffered an injury as a result which 
could have been life changing for them and their family. 
I would be really grateful if you could ensure the pupils and parents are 
reminded/made aware of the dangers not only of open water but 
accessing and damaging private property, which could all lead to serious 
injury.   
 
Thank you 

http://www.hillsidespecial.org.uk/
https://loveexploring.co.uk/
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/love-exploring/id1291889815
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.sprytar.android&hl=en_GB&gl=US
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 Squirrel Class     

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Vole Class     

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Squirrel class enjoyed Forest schools at Eden Rose 

Coppice. They had fun and explored, finding slow worms, 

snakes and newts, matching insects and animals with 

PECS cards and had a snack under the tree canopy. They 

liked going out on the minibus, sitting with their friends. 

 

 In Voles we have been making pizza pin 

wheels this half term, the children are becoming 

independent in spreading the tomato puree and 

rolling the dough. We have been using a range 

of media to make marks and went on a walk to 

the local park too.  
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Hedgehog Class      

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 

Rabbit Class     

 
 
  
 

In Rabbit Class we have been learning about what 
does it means to be a good friend, to play together 
and support each other through difficult times. We 
have been sharing our feelings and identifying the 

feelings of our friends. 
We have also engaged in exploring different foods 

and learning about taste, texture and 
communicating our likes and dislikes. 

We love going to the shop and exchange money for 
treats. 

 

Hedgehog Class have had a fantastic year. 
They have worked incredibly hard across 
the Curriculum. They have also worked 

very hard on their social skills, working with 
their peers, building friendships, taking 

turns and sharing. 
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B adge  r Class     

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Fox Class     

 

 

Badger Class have been learning about the 
World Around Us! We packed our suitcase 
and set off on an adventure around the UK 

and celebrated the Kings Coronation 
together. We then boarded the airplane to 

see China, Egypt and Japan! We loved 
exploring the different sensory resources for 

each country. 

 

Fox class have been walking to Tesco every 
week. They have been working on their road 
safety skills while walking to and from Tesco. 
While in Tesco we have been using a shopping 
list so we know what to buy in the shop. We 
have also been learning how to use the 
checkouts and pay. Great work Fox class.  
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Lark Class     

 

 

  

Kestrel 
Class     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lark Class had a fantastic day celebrating 
our Theme day of Japan.  

They spent time making a Japanese dish, as 
well as choosing and trying new things. 

 

Kestrel Class have had such a busy term! In the 
photos you can see them at Forest school 
cooking bread over the fire to have hot dogs. 
Learning about Life skills including making a 

bed using a fitted sheet, quilt cover and pillow 

cases. Practicing for sports day. Learning about 

the water cycle and different types of 

precipitation ice, snow and rain. Practicing 

fractions learning about half a whole, folding 

shapes to show half. 

We made treasure boxes then made a map for 

someone else to follow to find the key for the 

treasure box. Oliver reading the map. 
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Owl Class     

        Your Child’s School Needs You! 
 

     Interested in being a Parent Governor? 
 

      Think you can make a Positive Impact at Hillside? 
 

Parent Governors play a vital role, holding the unique position of having a 
parental viewpoint whilst being able to use their skills and knowledge to 
contribute to the continuous improvement of the school.  
 

The Governing Body of Hillside Special School has two vacancies and is 
looking for new parents and/or carers to join them. There are no special 
qualifications needed, just a desire and the drive to play an integral role in 
supporting your child’s school. You may have knowledge or skills from your 
line of work, home life or your hobbies; you never know how you might be able 
to contribute!  
 

If you would like to find out more, and to arrange an informal chat about 
the role, please contact Lizzi Murphy, Headteacher, either by email to 
head@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk or by phone on 01787 372808 
 
We would love to hear from you!  
 

We have been learning how to keep 
ourselves safe in the sun this term in 
Owl class. We have explored the hot 
weather and how to keep cool and 

learning all about the things we do in 
the hot weather. 

mailto:head@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk
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Sports Day 

 

Japan Theme Day  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Sports Day was a huge success! 
Everyone had a fantastic day and 
tried their best in all of the events!  

We were incredibly lucky that 
Hiromi from the Office offered to 

support us with our Japanese 
Theme Day.  She greeted all of the 
children in the morning in traditional 
dress and also spent time in each 

class demonstrating Japanese 
Writing!  
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Dear Parents and Carers, 
  
Re: Speech and Language Therapy (SALT) at Hillside School 

 
We would like to take this opportunity to remind you of the SALT team and provide you with a service update. We have spent 
the last half term delivering groups to each class whilst focusing on core words of the months. The past 3 months we focused 
on ‘like’ ‘do’ and ‘good’. These groups were intended to introduce or remind the children of these words whilst modelling the 
use of core word boards and visuals. After such positive feedback from staff we hope to continue these groups in the Autumn 
term.  
 
We have attached a core word board with summer fringe words. We have included a cell for ‘school’ which can be used by 
pointing to ‘no’ and then to ‘school’ to help children understand that there is no school at the moment.  
 
We would like to remind you that as a team we will be available during the summer holidays should you need to contact us for 
any reason. Here is a reminder of the Hillside speech and language therapy team:  
 

Name Photo 
 

Title Days at 
Hillside 

Classes  

Sophie Hancock 
Sophie.hancock@wsh.nhs.uk  
Mobile: 07984602979 
 

 

Highly Specialist 
Speech and 
Language 
Therapist  

Mondays 
and 
Thursdays  
 
 
 
 

Squirrels 
Badgers 
Owls 
Hedgehogs 
Larks 

Amy Smith 
Amy.smith@wsh.nhs.uk  
Mobile: 07929789399  

 

Specialist 
Speech and 
Language 
Therapist 

Mondays 
and 
Thursdays 

Voles 
Rabbits 
Foxes 
Kestrels 

Rosie Green 

Rosie.green@wsh.nhs.uk   
Mobile: 07971962153 

 

Speech and 
Language 
Therapy 
Assistant 
(SLTA) 
 

Mondays 

and 

Thursdays 

Assisting all 

classes 

Sarah Ward 
Sarah.ward@wsh.nhs.uk  
Mobile: 07929789420 
 
Supporting solely with 
Dysphagia (eating and 
drinking difficulties) 

 

Highly Specialist 
Speech and 
Language 
Therapist  

As required 
 
 
 
 

As required 

If you have any questions or queries about supporting your child’s communication or eating and drinking skills, we would be 
delighted to help so please do not hesitate to contact us using e-mail or telephone (contact details above).   
 

Many thanks 
 

Speech and Language Therapy Team at Hillside School 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Sophie.hancock@wsh.nhs.uk
mailto:Amy.smith@wsh.nhs.uk
mailto:Rosie.green@wsh.nhs.uk
mailto:Sarah.ward@wsh.nhs.uk


 

Hillside Headlines 
                  Keeping everyone up-to-date                                 
 

Be Respectful, Be Heard, Be Truthful, Be Safe and Believe in Yourself 



 

Hillside Headlines 
                  Keeping everyone up-to-date                                 
 

Be Respectful, Be Heard, Be Truthful, Be Safe and Believe in Yourself 

 

 
 

 

 

 


