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Reminder New School Times  

From September 2024 our school 
times will be changing. 

School will continue to open to pupils 
at 8:45am every morning. However, 
we will now expect all pupils to be in 

school for registration at 9:00am. 
At the end of the day lessons will not 
finish until 2:55pm and we expect all 

pupils to be collected by 3:10pm. 

 
HEADTEACHER 
INSIGHT 
How quickly does a 
year fly by?  
It has been great 
being back this term, 
getting to know all 
the pupils that joined us in September 
and seeing how much progress has 
been made across the school.  
I must thank all of the staff for their 
continued hard work and all that they 
do with the pupils to make their 
learning journeys so fun and exciting. 
A massive thank you to Shelley and 
Jenny who work tirelessly to support 
the smooth running of the school and 
a huge thank you the ladies in the 
office and Chris who have all been 
stars in ensuring the school is 
functioning as it should – we couldn’t 
do it without you all.  
Thank you for all of your continued 
support throughout the year especially 
the amazing turnout we had to cheer 
on all of the pupils during Sports Day 
this year.  
I wish our 6 pupils who are leaving us 
all the luck in the world with their 
futures – please let us know how you 
are getting on!  
I hope everyone manages to have a 
calm summer break and you are able 
to make some memories together.  
Lizzi  

 

Contact Details  

 01787 372808 

admin@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk 

Pathway Leads 

Lizzi Murphy: 

Sensory Pathway Lead - for 

Squirrel, Badger and Owl 

classes 

Shelley Jackson: 

Structured Pathway Lead - 

for Vole, Rabbit and Lark 

classes  

Jenny Grainger: 

Specific Pathway Lead - for 

Hedgehog, Fox and Kestrel 

classes  

  

Thank you!  
 An enormous thank you to Gavin Brightwell who raised a 

fantastic sum of money for us recently. Gavin raised £1200 
running a half marathon from Gateshead to Newcastle. 

This is an incredible feat in itself but even more so seeing 
as Gavin has not 

even been running 
that long! We 

cannot thank you 
enough Gavin for 
thinking of us! We 
are in the process 

of deciding our next 
big project to raise 

money for so we 
will let you know as 

soon as we have 
decided!  

mailto:admin@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk
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Events marked with an asterix* will 
have further details issued nearer the 
time.  
 

September 2024 
Monday 2nd – PD Day – No pupils 
Tuesday 3rd – PD Day – No pupils 
Wednesday 4th –  Pupils return to 
school 
Monday 16th –  Jeans for Genes Day* 
Friday 27th –  Macmillan Coffee 
Morning* 
 

October 2024 
Tuesday 1st – Theme Day – Africa 
Day* 
Tuesday 15th – Parents’ Evening* 
Friday 25th – Last Day of Term  
Saturday 26th – First Day of Half Term 
Holiday 
 
November 2024 
Monday 4th – PD Day – No pupils  
Tuesday 5th – Pupils return to school 
 
 

Term Dates & other Diary 
Dates are on our website:  
www.hillsidespecial.org.uk  

 

About Us > Term Dates  
Family Area > Diary Dates 

  

 
Mental Health Support  

Rehab 4 Addiction offers a wealth of 
resources and information about 

addiction and mental health. We provide 
a helpline that offers immediate 

assistance to those struggling with 
addiction in Sudbury, a service that 
could be life-saving for some of your 

readers.  
https://www.rehab4addiction.co.uk/count

ry-wide/drug-alcohol-rehab-sudbury 
 

Staff Changes 
 

We are unfortunately saying goodbye to some staff over the holiday period.  
Mandy, Lark Class teacher, is leaving us after 22 years at Hillside. Mandy has 
worked in a variety of different roles during her time at Hillside and has 
worked across the school across the age ranges with a wide range of pupils. We 
wish you all the best for your future Mandy whatever you decide to take on.  
Aisling is leaving to regain some time to herself. Aisling currently works two jobs 
– working all hours she can. She has taken on a new role at a Children’s Home 
which will allow her to work less hours. She will also be stepping down from her 
Youth Club Lead role. We thank Aisling for all the support she has provided 
pupils over her 5 years at Hillside.  
Melissa is going to be supporting pupils with disabilities in a different setting. 
Melissa will be a great asset to her new school and we wish her all the best for 
her future career.  
Like Aisling, Caroline also works two jobs and is leaving to gain some extra 
time to herself. She is hoping to pursue further education herself in the near 
future. Thank you Caroline for all you have done for the pupils at Hillside.   
We also are fortunate to welcome four new support staff and one new teacher 
in September – I will introduce them to you in the Autumn Headlines!  

http://www.hillsidespecial.org.uk/
https://www.rehab4addiction.co.uk/country-wide/drug-alcohol-rehab-sudbury
https://www.rehab4addiction.co.uk/country-wide/drug-alcohol-rehab-sudbury
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 Squirrel Class     

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Vole Class     

 
 

 
 

   
 

 
 
 

 

Squirrels have travelled around the world with their 
passports this term. We have been to many different 
countries such as France, making the Eiffel tower, China, 
building the Great Wall, India, making Lotus flowers, Egypt, 
doing sand art on pyramids, and Antarctica, freezing animals 
in water and exploring ways it can melt. The class has 
especially enjoyed tasting different foods from around the 
world and exploring the music and dancing of other cultures. 

 

This term Voles have been jetting off around the 

world to faraway places. We created our own 

passports and really enjoyed experiencing the 

different sensory play activities linked to each place. 

Our favourites were: India – celebrating Holi and 

doing spice paintings, Antarctica, the African 

Savannah and the rainforest. 
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Hedgehog Class      

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 

Rabbit 
Class    

 
 
  

 

Our Topic this term is Habitats. We have been looking at 
different animals and where they live: in the jungle, Antarctica, 
garden, farm, dessert and the sea. In art we have been making 
some of the different animals we have been learning about. We 
made marks and explored ice paints, the pupils tried different 
ways to melt them on the paper. We have been talking about 

how to look after our teeth, practicing brushing them and being 
dentists. We have been looking at the emotions happy, sad and 
angry. We have been looking at pictures of people and deciding 

what emotion they are feeling and how this might look. In 
cooking the pupils have become really independent in making 

pizza’s, using the grater and requesting what toppings they want 
using core charts. We have also been looking at money, looking 
at and matching the different coins and counting out amounts of 

1p’s and 2p’s from a given number.  
 

Hedgehogs have had another positive term. 

Lovely friendship formed in the classroom. 

Hedgehogs have had weekly trips to Tesco 

completing the school shopping and weekly 

trips to gymnastics, which all pupils have 

enjoyed. Hedgehogs have continued to work 

hard on their writing skills and letter formation. 

An amazing year of progress for all pupils 

across the curriculum. Well Done Hedgehogs.  
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B adge  r Class     

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Fo x Class    

  

 

Badger Class has been 

learning about 

different habitats this 

term. We’ve explored 

the forest, dessert, 

jungle, polar and 

under the sea animals 

and where they live.  

 

Fox Class have coped incredibly well 
with the change of teacher this term. 
They have continued their hard work 
developing their reading and writing 
skills as well as their concept and use of 
number.  
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Lark Class     

 

  

Kestrel 
Class     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What a busy term Lark Class has had! We have 
continued to develop our independence through 
practicing a range of skills and a experiencing a 

wide range of activities including work experience, 
music therapy, the therapy dog, role play and being 

out in the community.  

Kestrel Class have had such a busy term! In 
the photos you can see: the planning and 
design of one of our PD day creations, our 
Joan Mann sports trip, exploring Little City 
at school, painting the Gainsborough Oak 
when visiting the farm, learning to tell the 
time, practicing our more complex phonics 
sounds and our Lego Trip!  
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Owl Class     
 

 
  

Design Day  

 
 
 

We have loved exploring a wide range of 
work experience opportunities in school. 

We created our own café for other people 
to come and visit! We have also been 

working on our communication and social 
engagement skills through a range of 

therapeutic opportunities.  

Our Fantastic 
Beasts 

Design Day 
was brilliant – 

look at our 
creations!   
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Horse Riding  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sports Day was a huge success! 
Everyone had a fantastic day and tried 

their best in all of the events! 
Congratulations to Kestrel, Badger and 
Rabbit Classes who won their Pathway 

Competitions.  

We have had some 
fantastic progress this year 
at Horse Riding. Several 

pupils have made progress 
against their targets as well 

as making measurable 
progress with their riding 

skills. Well done everyone!  
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Dear Parents and Carers, 
  
Re: Speech and Language Therapy (SALT) at Hillside School 

 
We would like to take this opportunity to remind you of the SALT team at Hillside. 
 
If you have any questions or queries about supporting your child’s communication or eating and drinking skills, we would be 
delighted to help so please do not hesitate to contact us using e-mail or telephone. 
 
We have attached a core word board with summer fringe words. We have included a cell for ‘school’ which can be used by 
pointing to ‘no’ and then to ‘school’ to help children understand that there is no school at the moment.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks 
 

Speech and Language Therapy Team at Hillside School 
 

Name Photo 
 

Title Days at 
Hillside 

Sophie Hancock 
Sophie.hancock@wsh.nhs.uk  
 

 

Highly 
Specialist 
Speech 
and 
Language 
Therapist  

April 2024 
Maternity 
Leave  
 
 
 

Amy Holland 
Amy.holland@wsh.nhs.uk  
Mobile: 07929789399  

 

Specialist 
Speech 
and 
Language 
Therapist 

Mondays 
and 
Thursdays 

Charlie Fitch 
 
Charlie.fitch@wsh.nhs.uk  
Mobile: 07890890132 

 

Speech 
and 
Language 
Therapy 
Assistant 
(SLTA) 
 

Mondays 

and 

Thursdays 

Sarah Ward 
Sarah.ward@wsh.nhs.uk  
Mobile: 07929789420 
 
Supporting solely with Dysphagia 
(eating and drinking difficulties)  

Highly 
Specialist 
Speech 
and 
Language 
Therapist  

As 
required 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Sophie.hancock@wsh.nhs.uk
mailto:Amy.holland@wsh.nhs.uk
mailto:Charlie.fitch@wsh.nhs.uk
mailto:Sarah.ward@wsh.nhs.uk
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Visit www.leadinglives.org.uk for further information about these events or 
other events that are available across Sudbury, Stowmarket, Bury St Edmunds 

and Haverhill. 

http://www.leadinglives.org.uk/

