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Reminder School Times 

From September 2024 our school 
times changed. 

School continues to open to pupils at 
8:45am every morning. However, we 
expect all pupils to be in school for 

registration at 9:00am. 
At the end of the day lessons will not 
finish until 2:55pm and we expect all 

pupils to be collected by 3:10pm. 

 
HEADTEACHER 
INSIGHT 
Just like that we are 
about to finish 
another year, and 
what an amazing 
year it has been!  
I want to start by saying thank you for 
all of your kind words that we heard 
from the Ofsted survey. I really 
appreciate everyone’s unwavering 
support. We were incredibly proud of 
everyone across the school throughout 
the two days that Ofsted were here 
and we are delighted with the 
outcomes.  At present we have 
received a draft report, as soon as it is 
finalised we will share this with you. I 
have everything crossed that this will 
be with us by the end of this academic 
year!  
 

We have had a noticeable increase in 
the number of parents attending 
events in school since September 
including Sports Day and Parents’ 
Evening. I want to say thank you so 
much for this. It is vital that the 
relationship between school and home 
continues, so that we are able to 
support all of your young people to be 
the best that they can be.  
 

I hope everyone has a lovely peaceful 
Summer Holiday.  
 

Lizzi  

Contact Details  

 01787 372808 

admin@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk 

Pathway Leads 

Lizzi Murphy: 

Sensory Pathway Lead - for 

Squirrel, Badger and Owl 

classes 

Shelley Jackson: 

Structured Pathway Lead - for 

Vole, Rabbit, Lark and 

Woodpecker classes  

Claire Hyde: 

Specific Pathway Lead - for 

Hedgehog, Fox and Kestrel 

classes  

Pupil Attendance 
 

If your child is unable to attend 
school – you must phone school, 
by 9:00am, to report their absence 
including the reason why. 
 

If your child requires time off for a 
medical appointment – please 
provide a copy of the 
appointment letter/email/text to 
the office prior to the day of the 
appointment – there is no form that 
needs to be completed. 
 

If your child requires leave of 
absence for a funeral, wedding etc. 
– you must complete a ‘Pupil 
Request for Special Leave of 
Absence’ form prior to event. Any 
requests for absence of this type 
must be put in writing on the form 
and submitted to the Headteacher in 
advance.  

 

Staff Changes at Hillside 2025 - 2026 
We have two teachers leaving us at the end of this year, Emma, who has been on 
maternity leave is moving to another part of the country with her husband and young 
son. Val, who has been at Hillside for 15 years in various different roles, has been 
successful in obtaining a new position at a primary school. We wish both Val and Emma 
all the luck for the future.  
Jenny, Assistant Headteacher will be with us in the new academic year, then is due to 
start her maternity leave at the end of September. We have three teachers who have 
taken on additional responsibilities across the school to suppport Shelley and myself in 
Jenny’s absence. Sheena, Rabbit Class teacher, Claire, Lark Class teacher and Sarah, 
Owl Class teacher will all be stepping up into more Senior Roles to provide additional 
support.  
Rebecca Yates, Fox Class teacher, is currently pregnant with her second child. Rebecca 
will be with us in the new academic year and is due to start her maternity leave at 
October Half Term.  
We have three new teachers starting with us: Leanne who will be team teaching in Fox 
Class with Rebecca and then taking over when Rebecca goes on maternity leave, Lisa 
will be Hedgehog Class teacher and Brad will be Kestrel Class teacher.  
Sam, who has been at Hillside since 2022 will be stepping into a teaching role in 
September and will be teaching our new Woodpecker Class.  
We look forward to welcoming all new staff to Hillside in September.  

 

mailto:admin@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk
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Events marked with an asterix* will 
have further details issued nearer the 
time.  
 

July 2025 
Tuesday 22nd – Last day of term  
Wednesday 23rd – First day of the 
Summer Holidays  
 

September 2025 
Monday 1st – PD Days – No Pupils  
Tuesday 2nd – PD Days – No Pupils 
Wednesday 3rd – First day of term – 
Pupils return to school  
Tuesday 16th – Jeans for Genes Day* 
 

October 2025 
Tuesday 14th – Parents Evening* 
Thursday 23rd – Last day of term for 
pupils  
Friday 24th – PD Days – No Pupils 
 

November 2025 
Monday 3rd – First day of term – Pupils 
return to school  
 

Term Dates & other Diary 
Dates are on our website:  
www.hillsidespecial.org.uk  

 

About Us > Term Dates  
Family Area > Diary Dates 

  

  
Building Work  
We have some building work taking 
place over the Summer Holidays. For 
over a year we have been working with 
Suffolk County Council to expand the 
size of Hillside. We are being given an 
additional separate modular teaching 
space which is going to sit at the end of 
the building towards Ormiston. As you 
can imagine this involves some quite 
significant work including the removal of 
trees, moving fences/gates, 
reconfiguration of the car park and then 
the building work itself. The foundations 
are due to be completed over the 
summer holidays with the delivery of the 
building in October Half Term. When we 
come back to school in September we 
will assess the site and create risk 
assessments accordingly to the work 
that has taken place.  
In time the building will be a teaching 
space for a small group of 5 pupils – our 
new Woodpecker Class. As the building 
will not be complete for the first term, we 
have transformed one of our other 
spaces into a classroom and it is this 
room that Woodpeckers were in on 
transition day and will be in for the first 
term at least. I will update you in 
September with the progress and any 
plans moving forward including 
accessing the car park.   

 Sports Day   
Sports Day was a roaring success again this year. It was fantastic to see 
so many parents and carers coming to school to support with our races in 
the afternoon. I know for so many of you getting to and from Hillside is a 
challenge but I really appreciate the effort that so many of you went to, to 
join us for the afternoon. We had over 100 people attending which is 
amazing!  
There was a Sports Day banner competition held across the school, with 
the Student Council voting for their favourite banner as the winner. They 
chose Rabbit Class 
for their rabbit 
design! 
Congratulations to 
everyone for all of 
your hard work and 
participation 
throughout the day! 

Use code SUMMER25 between 
18th – 31st July on MyClothing to 
receive 10% of school uniform 

orders 

http://www.hillsidespecial.org.uk/
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 Squirrel Class     
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Vole 
Class     

 
 
 
 

   
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Squirrel Class have been learning about different 
animals and their habitats this term. We have loved 
reading ‘The Hungry Caterpillar’ story and watched as 
our own caterpillars turn into beautiful butterflies! 

 

Vole class have been 

accessing the community 

this term, using the bus for a 

Bus Treasure Hunt. They 

have been looking for 

landmarks around the local 

area to tick off their sheets. 

Some weeks we have looked 

for different animals, some 

weeks we have looked for 

shapes around town such as 

road signs and posters and 

we have looked at finding 

different numbers on doors, 

phone numbers and car 

number plates. Vole class 

have made positive steps 

this year by going out on the 

bus. They all sit nicely on the 

bus without undoing their 

seatbelts, following 

instructions, actively looking 

for things on their list and 

walking nicely holding hands 

to keep safe when visiting 

the park.  
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Rabbit Class    

 
 
  This term in Rabbits, we have been 

looking at different creatures that 

live under the sea. We have been 

researching and learning about a 

different creature each week and 

making them in art each week too. 

We have been working really hard 

on our phonics and mark making. 

We have been using scales to 

compare groups of objects to see 

which ones have more or less and 

filling containers of water to full 

and empty too. In cooking we have 

been making scones, we are 

becoming really confident in 

weighing and mixing the 

ingredients and rolling and cutting 

the dough.  

 

What a fantastic summer term 

Hedgehogs have had. In our topic 

we have been learning about 

animals and discussing their 

different habitats. We have 

explored road safety, helping us to 

stay safe when out and about, and 

enjoyed regular trips to the park 

during our exercise lessons.  In 

PSHE we have continued to 

explore our feelings and build 

positive relationships, especially 

thinking about the people who 

help us. Our learning in phonics 

and numbers has continued to 

progress through the Read Write 

Inc programme and the Maths 4 

Life programme. Everyone has 

worked hard this term and 

enjoyed lots of opportunities to 

explore and discover through play 

and social experiences with their 

peers. 
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Fox Class    

 
 

 
 
 
  

 

Badgers have been very busy with our topic of Under the Sea. We have enjoyed lots of different types of 

water play, creating artistic representations and exploring different sea creatures. We have also explored hot 

and cold, we really enjoyed the ice cubes and lollies. Most exciting of all, we have been able to get out and 

about in the community, practicing how to cross roads safely and testing out our gross motor skills at the 

park. 

 

Foxes have had another 

great term; learning about 

under the sea creatures, 

continuing to make 

progress on phonic, 

reading, writing and 

numeracy. Working on 

road safety during our off 

site P.E lessons. Pupils all 

enjoy our cooking lesson 

making progress on 

independence and trying 

new foods.  

 



 

    Hillside Headlines 
Keeping everyone up-to-date 

 

Be Respectful, Be Heard, Be Truthful, Be Safe and Believe in Yourself 

Lark Class     

 

   

Ke  strel C  lass     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As the summer holidays approach, it is amazing to see 

the progress the children have made over the year! This 

term the pupils have been fully embracing our topic of 

Workforce and Community, talking to different people in 

the work place and understanding their jobs. This has 

included experiences to Jimmy’s Farm and Wildlife Park, 

the local police station and Reach food bank project. The 

pupils have continued their life skills learning with a 

focus on money this term both in the classroom and in 

the community.  

 

What a busy term we have 
had. Doing our normal learning 
and succeeding well in all 
areas. We have had Sports day 
which we won in our pathway, 
the Duke of Edinburgh 
expedition which built on their 
resilience, visits in the local 
community to the library etc, 
Tesco’s, litter picking, a trip on 
a train to Bures, lots of sports 
events. Swimming and gaining 
so much more water 
confidence and developing 
their water skills 
The children have also been 
developing their life skills, 
making beds, preparing 
sandwiches, continuing with 
the successful Kestrel café. 
Practicing how to fill out forms 
for when they are older. 
The children have developed 
well over the year and have 
had a successful year.  
Well done Kestrels.  
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Owl Class     
 

 
  

Design Day  

 

Owl class have had a busy 
term in the lead up to the 
Summer holidays. We 
have been looking at lots 
of different things 
including whether things 
are heavy or light and 
whether they float or 
sink. This meant sensory 
water play for Owls which 
went down very well, 
especially in the heat! We 
have also had lots of time 
out in the community, 
including a lovely trip to a 
residential home to meet 
the residents. Owl class 
(students and staff!) very 
much enjoyed our 
lighthouse project and 
were very proud of 
winning the silver award. 

 

Our ‘Lighthouses and Boats’ 
Design Day was amazing – 

this is what we made!  
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