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the quickest term
ever!

It is hard to
believe we are approaching the
final term of the year!

We have been working incredibly
hard behind the scenes on our
BRAVE Curriculum and our new
Earwig Assessment System. We
hope to share an update with
you regarding these via a
parents’ event next term.

Our phonics programme — Read,
Write, Inc., is now in full swing
and those pupils who have been
assessed as being at a level ready
to learn phonics have been
receiving regular sessions in
class. You will be able to learn
more about this at next term’s
parents evening.

Our pupils have been enjoying
accessing McDonald’s this term
which has all been thanks to
exceptionally kind donations
from the family of Jillu and
Louise. It has been an honour to
share a meal in their honour.

I look forward to welcoming you
all back in the Summer Term.
Lizzi

Contact Details

® 01787 372808

admin@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk

Pathway Leads

Jenny Grainger:
Sensory Pathway Lead -
for Squirrel, Badger
and Owl classes

Shelley Jackson:
Structured Pathway
Lead - for Vole,
Rabbit and Lark
classes

and

Specific Pathway Lead
- for Hedgehog, Fox
and Kestrel classes

Communication Corner

We would like to welcome a new Speech
and Language Therapy Assistant to our
NHS team at Hillside — Rosie Green. She
has already created communication
boards for children to use around the
Easter holidays. The class teachers will be
sending home a copy. You can use these
during an Easter egg hunt, Easter bonnet
making and Easter egg eating!
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Department for Education.

appointments etc.

Local Authority.

Attendance

You should all be aware that we have a legal duty to report
attendance of all pupils o Suffolk County Council as well as the

Vou will receive a letter if vour child’s absence fall's under A0%%. This
is standard procedure. For most families this is vothing to worry
about and all of the absences can be explaived e.9. illness, medical

However, we are seeing an ncrease in absences which are vot
anthorised and cawnot be explaived via justifiable reasows.

Please can vou consider long and hard about booking a holiday during
Term Time. We will vet automatically authorise holidays during +erm
time and there wmust be extenuating circumstances for us to do so.
Any holiday request which is anthorised has +o be justified +o the

If there is any reason that we should have +o shut the school or a
class, these absewnces will always be anthorised.

Be Respectful, Be Heard, Be Truthful, Be Safe and Believe in Yourself
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FREE
YWiM & LUNCH

Swim & lunch will run in the school helidays providing
a FREE swim and nutritious meal for those eligible for
free school meals in the holidays

* those in other hardships.

b 3rd - 14th APRIL

* Subject date applied

Bury Leisure Centre
Haverhill Leisure Centre
Mildenhall Hub
Newmarket Leisure Centre
Kingfisher Leisure Centre
Hadleigh Pool & Leisure

To book:
Email: HAF@acleisure.com
Call: 01284 757473
L=l
For more info, visit 2
wwwacleisure.com/HAF O [

S ikl West Sutfolk  Rivveroon e

Reporting Absences W

If your child is unwell

and unable to attend school — you
must phone school, by 9:00am, to
report their absence including the
reason why.

If your child requires time off school
for a medical appointment — please
provide a copy of the appointment
letter/email/text to the office prior
to the day of the appointment —
there is no form that needs to be
completed.

If your child requires leave of
absence for a holiday, funeral,
wedding etc. — you must complete
a ‘Pupil Request for Special Leave
of Absence’ form prior to event.
Any absence of this type must be put
in writing on the form and submitted
to the Headteacher in advance.

The form can be found on our
website, under the ‘Family Area’ and
‘Forms’:
https://www.hillsidespecial.org.uk/par
ents/forms

DiagyDatest  »

Events marked with an asterix* will
have further details issued nearer the
time.

April 2023

Monday 17t — PD Day — No pupils
Tuesday 18t — Pupils return to school
Wednesday 26t — Wesak Theme
Day*

May 2023

Monday 1st - Bank Holiday School
Closed

Monday 8t - Bank Holiday for King’s
Coronation School Closed

Monday 15t - Full Governing Body
Meeting

Tuesday 16t — Year 8 and Mop Up
HPV vaccinations*

Saturday 27t — First Day of Half Term
Holiday

June 2023

Monday 5t — — PD Day — No pupils

Tuesday 6t - Pupils return to school
Term Dates ¢ other Diary
Dates are on our website:

www.hillsidespecCial.org.uk

About {Js > Term Dates
Family Area > Diary Dates

Collection and Drop Off

We are continuing to see some driving, on
school grounds, which is of concern to us
at Hillside.

1) Children MUST be secured with a seatbelt at all
times. We will be reporting parents to the police
who are consistently breaking the law.

2) Please follow the guidelines and directions
from the member of Hillside staff who is
directing traffic. Please do not carry on driving if
they have asked you to wait.

3) Under any circumstances DO NOT drive out the
gates which are marked as ‘IN. There is a one-
way system which is in place to protect all pupils
and staff.

4) Parents who wait at the gates with their
children are responsible for them until they are
collected by a member of staff. Please ensure
your child and yourselves stay on the paths at all
times and are mindful when crossing roads. We
are trying to teach all pupils about road safety
and they learn by example.

5) Please give way to traffic at the top and the
bottom of the hill. We will be reminding all buses
of the conduct we expect from them and that
being impatient and using your horn will not be
tolerated.

6) Please do not wait in our reception area or
directly outside of our reception doors. Our
pupils can become very overwhelmed with large
groups of people and we have seen a reduction
in these anxieties since parents have not been
waiting inside. Similarly, we are still seeing
cases of Covid and we wish to carry on
protecting everyone.
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What's new?

INTRODUCTION TO ADHD

Watch the video
or attend the live interactive sessions

4 ( ! ;

M CANNABIS AWARENESS
-\ Watch the video or attend the live 'two
2 dates' only talks at the end of March

ofF Your FACE
A new series of sessions helping you
understand addiction and support recovery

facefamilyadvice.co.uk. info@facefamilyadvice.co.uk

Sensory sessions

Sudbury Library
Tuesday 11th April
10am and 2pm

g to a free, autism-friendly,

Be Respectful, Be Heard, Be Truthful, Be Safe and Believe in Yourself
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Yilsde Your Child’s School Needs You!

—_~ Interested in being a Parent Governor?
Think you can make a Positive Impact at Hillside?

Parent Governors play a vital role, holding the unigue position of having a
parental viewpoint whilst being able to use their skills and knowledge to
contribute to the continuous improvement of the school.

The Governing Body of Hillside Special School has two vacancies and is
looking for new parents and/or carers to join them. There are no special
qualifications needed, just a desire and the drive to play an integral role in
supporting your child’s school. You may have knowledge or skills from your
line of work, home life or your hobbies; you never know how you might be able
to contribute!

If you would like to find out more, and to arrange an informal chat about
the role, please contact Lizzi Murphy, Headteacher, either by email to
head @hillside.suffolk.sch.uk or by phone on 01787 372808

We would love to hear from you!

Be Respectful, Be Heard, Be Truthful, Be Safe and Believe in Yourself
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Dear Parents and Carers, m

Re: Speech and Language Therapy (SALT) at Hillside School West Suffolk
NHS Foundation Trust

We would like to take this opportunity to remind you of the SALT team and provide you with a service
update. There have been some changes to therapists overseeing classes.

Rosie Green will be joining our therapy team as our Speech and Language Therapy Assistant.

Here is a reminder of the Hillside speech and language therapy team:
Name Photo Title Days at Hillside

Sophie Hancock Highly Specialist | Mondays and

Sophie.hancock@wsh.nhs.uk Speech and | Thursdays
Mobile: 07984602979 Language

Therapist
Amy Smith Specialist Mondays and
Amy.smith@wsh.nhs.uk Speech and | Thursdays
Mobile: 07929789399 Language

Therapist
Rosie Green i o Speech and | Mondays and
Rosie.green@wsh.nhs.uk i Language Thursdays
Mobile: 07971962153 Therapy

Assistant (SLTA)

Sarah Ward Highly Specialist | As required
Sarah.ward@wsh.nhs.uk Speech and
Mobile: 07929789420 Language

Therapist

Supporting solely with
Dysphagia (eating and drinking
difficulties)
If you have any questions or queries about supporting your child’s communication or eating and drinking
skills, we would be delighted to help so please do not hesitate to contact us using e-mail or telephone
(contact details above).

Many thanks

Speech and Language Therapy Team at Hillside School

Be Respectful, Be Heard, Be Truthful, Be Safe and Believe in Yourself
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