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Acting Headteacher INSIGHT 
 

Wow what a busy term we have had, 
so much going on as ever!   
 

We have had lots of educational visits 
this term.   

 
 

Some of Badgers and Owls pupils 
attended a school’s sports bowling 
event; the pupils had a fabulous day 
offsite and came 5th in the competition.  
 

Kestrels and Larks recently attended 
the school’s sports swimming gala; all 
pupils performed fantastically well and 
really enjoyed their experience, coming 
4th in the competition.   
Pupils were swimming many different 
strokes independently which is so 
amazing to see how much they have 
progressed.   
Some have also attended regular 
swimming sessions at The Kingfisher 
this term which built their development 
and confidence levels. 
 
 

 

The whole school recently enjoyed 
a performance from M&M 
Productions of “The Jungle book”.  
It was so lovely to see the pupils 
engagement and interaction with 
the cast and get so much out of 
this experience. 
 

The children have been busy 
getting ready for Hillside’s Got 
Talent, and gave them the 
opportunity to show off their unique 
talents.  This year’s line-up gave a 
large variety performance.   
 

We have had World Book Day, 
where lots of staff and pupils came 
in “dressed to express” and 
experienced a day of books!   
 

We have recently had DT day 
where pupils had to research, 
design and make a castle or 
building as a class. These were 
celebrated in Friday’s assembly and 
there were some lovely models 
made and pupils were all very proud 
of their work.  
 

 

Reminders-  
 

Could I remind parents/carers to 
return any spare clothes that are 
sent home with your child please. 
 

If your child is attending respite 
care or you have had any 
significant events that may impact 
your child, could parents/carers 
please inform the Class Teacher.    
We as a school would really like 
to support and work together to 
support your child with any 
changes. 
 

Can I remind you that if you have 
a change to transport i.e. you pick 
them up from school, as well as 
alerting the school can you 
contact your transport provider to 
inform them. 
 

I would like to thank everyone for 
their support during this Spring 
Term and wish you all a lovely 
Easter.  

    

 

 

Reporting Absences 
 

If your child is unwell and unable to attend school – 
you must phone school, by 9:00am, to report 

their absence including the reason why. 
 

If your child requires time off school for a medical 
appointment – please provide a copy of the 

appointment letter/email/text to the office prior 
to the day of the appointment – there is no form 

that needs to be completed. 
 

If your child requires leave of absence for a holiday, 
funeral, wedding etc. – you must complete a 

‘Pupil Request for Special Leave of Absence’ 
form prior to event.  Any absence of this type 

must be put in writing on the form and submitted to 
the Headteacher in advance. 

 
The form can be found on our website, under the 

‘Family Area’ and ‘Forms’: 
https://www.hillsidespecial.org.uk/parents/forms 

 

https://www.hillsidespecial.org.uk/parents/forms
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April- 
PD Day - April 12th - School closed to 
pupils 
Pupils return to school - 15th April 
Theme Day: Vaisakhi and Sikhism -    
18th April 
 
May- 
Bank Holiday - 6th May 
Half Term - Saturday 25th May 
 
June- 
Pupils return to school - 3rd June  
Theme Day: Egypt Day - 19th June 
Sports Day - 28th June  
 
July-  
Parents Evening - 9th July  
Leavers assembly - 16th July  
Summer disco - 19th July 
Last day of term - 19th July  
 
Events marked with an asterix* will have 
further details issued nearer the time as usual. 
 

 
Term Dates & other Diary Dates are on 

our website: 
  

www.hillsidespecial.org.uk  
 
 

About Us > Term Dates 
 
 

Family Area > Calendar and Diary Dates 

Contact Details 
 
 

 01787 372808 
admin@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk 

 

 

Jenny Grainger: 
jenny.grainger@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk 

Sensory Pathway Lead 
 

Tanya Ogunbiyi 
Tanya.Ogunbiyi@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk 

Specific Pathway Lead 
 

Emma Bradley 
Emma.Bradley@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk 

 

Structured Pathway Lead 
 
 

 

http://www.hillsidespecial.org.uk/
mailto:admin@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk
mailto:jenny.grainger@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk
mailto:Tanya.Ogunbiyi@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk
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 Squirrel Class     
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Vole Class     

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Squirrels have been having fun with yoga moves in 
Physical Development. They have become really 
good at copying the moves, being aware of each 
other’s space, and then laying still and zen at the end. 

 As our topic is buildings and construction, 

we have taken the opportunity to do lots of 

different building activities.  

We especially enjoyed making towers. We 

have also created some lovely building 

artwork, including printing houses with paint 

and modelling with clay. 
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Hedgehog 
Class      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Rabbit Class     

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Hedgehogs have had a busy term making progress in 
their phonics lessons and writing skills. Local trips to 

Tesco where they learnt about road safety and life skills 
in the community. In DT and topic lessons all the pupils 
were engaged and enjoyed learning about castles and 

created a large castle together. 

 In Rabbit class this term, the pupils have been developing 
their skills to make their own toast independently.  They 
have been choosing their spreads with core charts and 
learnt how use the toaster and spread using a knife. The 
pupils have also been enjoying traditional tales and 
sequencing stories by pictures.  
The pupils really enjoyed bubble painting this term too.  
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   B adge r Class 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

Kestrel Class     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Badger Class have been learning all about Knights, 
Princess and Dragons.  

We have enjoyed dressing up as Knights and we 
made our own castle to protect us from our scary 

dragons! 

 

 

Kestrels have been learning tunes on the 
xylophones, working as a team in the swimming 

competition at Crown Pools and working on gross 
motor skills; this is a huge achievement for James, 

as he needed a lot of support to start -   
Well Done James! 
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Fox Class     

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 Lark Class     

        
   

Fox class really enjoyed design day 
creating their own castle and worked well 

as a team designing, painting and 
constructing the castle.  
Great work Fox class! 

 

 

Larks have been working hard on DT day and on their 
phonics’ and enjoying community shopping trips. 
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Owl Class      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Hillside’s Got Talent      

                                             

What a fabulous show and some 
amazing talent!  Thank you to 

everyone who came to support the 

pupils, what a fun afternoon!  

Owls are enjoying their music 
therapy lesson as well as potting 
some plants for Spring!    
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Your Child’s School Needs You! 

 
Interested in being a Parent Governor? 

 
Think you can make a Positive Impact at Hillside? 

 
Parent Governors play a vital role, holding the unique position of having a parental viewpoint 

whilst being able to use their skills and knowledge to contribute to the continuous improvement 
of the school. 

 
The Governing Body of Hillside Special School has two vacancies and is looking for new 

parents and/or carers to join them. There are no special qualifications needed, just a desire and 
the drive to play an integral role in supporting your child’s school. You may have knowledge or 
skills from your line of work, home life or your hobbies; you never know how you might be able 

to contribute! 
 

If you would like to find out more, and to arrange an informal chat about the role, please contact 
Shelley Jackson, Acting Headteacher, either by email to shelley.jackson@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk 

or by phone on 01787 372808 
 

We would love to hear from you! 
 

 

mailto:shelley.jackson@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk

