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Funding for Leisure Activities for Children HEADTEACHER Contact Details
INSIGHT ® 01787 372808

with Additional Needs (UK)

The Happy Days Children’s Charity is inviting
applications for funding towards trips, respite
breaks and group activity holidays for
disadvantaged children and young people with
additional needs.

The charity awards funding for different types of
activities to support families with children aged
3-17 who have a disability, a special need or
have been abused.

Grants are available for the following activities:
. Family Day Trips - eligible trips include
zoos, farm parks, theme parks, the seaside or
the theatre

. Family Holiday Breaks - a short break
family holiday by the seaside or in the
countryside, usually in the United Kingdom.
Other destinations will be considered according
to cost.

. Group Day Trips and Visiting Theatre -
a day trip to a wide variety of destinations, for
example, the seaside, a theme park, the theatre,
or for a theatre workshop to visit the applicants'
premises. Items that can be funded are
tickets/passes and transport costs

e Group Activity Holidays - a group
activity holiday to a wide variety of destinations
such as outdoor activity centres, holiday camps
and sailing breaks

Applications for family activities are accepted
from parents, guardians, grandparents or
siblings, as well as GPs, consultants, nurses or
social workers.

Applications can be made at any time.

This may have been
a short half term but
we have made sure
to pack it full with lots
of learning. We have
seen the sun make
an appearance and with that, the
pupils’ adventuring outside for more
outdoor learning opportunities. We
hope that this continues into the
Summer Term. Please do not forget to
send clothing and resources for all
weathers including wellies for when we
have those April showers and sun
cream and sun hats for when the sun
breaks through.

We are holding our Annual General
Meeting of our Charity next term;
letters have already been sent out — it
would be lovely to see lots of you there
supporting and bringing your ideas.
The cost of living crisis is affecting
everyone, including schools.

It has been lovely to learn about some
of the friendships that are forming for
parents and carers. If you would like to
meet some more people, please do
join us for any of our events that we
host throughout the year. If you have a
topic that you would like us to cover in
our TASTE Coffee Morning events,
please send me an email and let me
know!

| hope everyone has a safe and
peaceful Easter break.

Lizzi

admin@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk
Pathway Leads
Lizzi Murphy:
head @hillside.suffolk.sch.uk
Sensory Pathway Lead - for
Squirrel, Badger and Owl
classes

Shelley Jackson:
shelley.jackson@hillsided.suffolk.sch.uk

Structured Pathway Lead - for
Vole, Rabbit, Lark and
Woodpecker classes

Claire Hyde:
claire.hyde@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk

Specific Pathway Lead - for
Hedgehog, Fox and Kestrel
classes

Sheena Berry
Sheena.berry@hilside.suffolk.sch.uk

and
Sarah Triner
sarah.triner@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk are
also members of the Senior
Leadership Team and can be
contacted for advice and
support.

Pupil Sickness
If your child has suffered from
any diarrhoea or vomiting, please
remember that we ask for your
child to stay at home for 48 hours
after the last bout. We have some
very vulnerable young people at
Hillside and sickness and
diarrhoea can make them
incredibly poorly. Similarly, if
staff become unwell, they will be
unable to work!

https://www.happydayscharity.org/applications
From teens
to adulthood

L4 l /
Survey: How wellis Suffolk
preparing young people with
special educational needs
and disabllities (SEND) for
odulthood?

Mecan toke part to
halp sarvices (ke
schools, Suffolk
County Councll, and
the NHS )} know more
about the support
young people need to
@et ready for e o
on odult

Thare are ways to toke port for both young people with
SEND {up 1o 25), and parents, carers, and guardians.
Scan our QR code or go to:

www, healthwatchsuffoik,.co,uk/
plasurvey

For halp to tako part, codl Healthwatoh Suffolk tor froe
on DBOO 448 8334 or send on emod to
ressarchg heotttweaotchasuffolk co.ux

hralthwatch

Saficll

Community
Dental

FREE ORAL HEALTH WEBINARS FOR
THOSE SUPPORTING CHILDREN AND

Services

Thursday 2* April - 17:00-18:00

Monday

YOUNG PEOPLE WITH ADDITIONAL NEEDS

Click on a date below to register for your chosen session!

Monday 6" July - 16:00-17:00

Friday 5" June - 14:00-15:00 ~ Monday 7" September - 10:00-11:00

Be Respectful, Be Heard, Be Truthful, Be Safe and Believe in Yourself



mailto:admin@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk
mailto:head@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk
mailto:shelley.jackson@hillsided.suffolk.sch.uk
mailto:claire.hyde@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk
mailto:Sheena.berry@hilside.suffolk.sch.uk
mailto:sarah.triner@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk

Hillside Headlines

Keeping everyone up-to-date

March 2026

Save 15%
THIS WEEK ONLY!

If you enjoy reading...
...we have been recommended
this lovely book. It is called ‘Love
Needs No
Words’
and is
written by
James
Hunt who
tells the
reader all
about the
joys and
struggles
of living
with
autism.
James Hunt is very well known on
Social Media, documenting his
day to day life with his family. He
is currently touring around the
country talking about his book.
The book is available in various
formats on Amazon and in other
good book shops.
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Needs
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Events marked with an asterix* will have
further details issued nearer the time.
April 2026

Monday 13t PD Day — No Pupils
Tuesday 14t — First day of term —
Pupils return to school

Monday 20t — First Day of Residential
Wednesday 22 - | ast Day of
Residential

Monday 27t — Hillside’s Got Talent
Dress Rehearsal — pupils only
Wednesday 29t - Hillside’s Got
Talent*

May 2026

Monday 4th Bank Holiday — School
Closed

Tuesday 5t Friends of Hillside AGM*
Friday 8t Playground Proms *
Friday 22 Last Day of Term

June 2026 Al our ealels mn'gm,mi‘z—:emrnm‘rmm'm )
Monday 1st First day of term — Pupils R e MR
return to school
Tert Dates & other Diary == e
Dates are on our website: |OSS =TT
wwuw.hillsidespeCial.org.uk Wb o sfkcenciass oo
About s > Term Dates
Family Area > Diary Dates
ST GREGORY'S CHURCH, SUDBURY PRESENTS
egg hunt, crafts, refreshments & more
ko guaranteed egg for every child!
2 £2 per child
1R I‘ book in advance at ticketsource.co.uk
i <R

| 8
QI4TH APRIL 2026 3-4PM  §

EEE TR n |

| esisecheuaboyi

Be Respectful, Be Heard, Be Truthful, Be Safe and Believe in Yourself



http://www.hillsidespecial.org.uk/

Hillside Hillside Headlines

Keeping everyone up-to-date

March 2026 |

Squirrel Class have loved learning about
dinosaurs this term! We especially enjoyed
our sensory story We're Going on a
Dinosaur Hunt. We explored different
dinosaurs in the tuff tray, compared sizes,
and got creative making footprints and
textured collages. We all had so much fun
in the kitchen garden during our dinosaur
egg hunt!

This term our topic was
dinosaurs. We buried some
dinosaurs in salt dough and
the children enjoyed
excavating them and
exploring the fossils they
made. We had a chemical
reaction to make a dinosaur
volcano, and then used the
dinosaurs to make footprints
on paper. Voles made the
skeleton of a stegosaurus for
our wall display which has
attracted much attention
across the school.

Be Respectful, Be Heard, Be Truthful, Be Safe and Believe in Yourself
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Hedgehog Class

In Rabbits, we have been going
out on the bus into the
community. We have been
going for walks and playing in
different parks. We have really
enjoyed exploring the new
environments and play
equipment. In cooking, we
have been making bread rolls.
We have been mixing and
kneading the ingredients in a
bag before rolling the dough
into rolls and cooking it. We
have been using colourful
semantics to form sentences
and working really hard on our
phonics. We have been forming
different marks in a range of
ways and with different media,
we really enjoyed using the
syringes to squirt paint! We
enjoyed a visit from the tractor,
exploring the inside of the cab
and looking at the different
parts on the outside.

This term, hedgehogs
have been learning about
the prehistoric world.
Looking closely at
different types of
dinosaurs, fossils,
extinction and all things
stone age. The children
have been busy making
their own fossils, stone
age jewellery as well as
baking dinosaur biscuits in
cooking, independently
reading and weighing out
ingredients and lots more.
Hedgehogs has continued
to work really hard on their
numeracy and phonics
skills.

Be Respectful, Be Heard, Be Truthful, Be Safe and Believe in Yourself
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Badger Class

Badger class have been learning about vehicles and transport. We
have had great fun looking at the different modes of transport and
then moving around like them during some of our movement
sessions. This has allowed us to go slow like a tractor, spin like
the blades of a helicopter, fast like and aeroplane and rock side to
side like a boat. We have also enjoyed a game of listening to the
different sounds vehicles make and trying to guess which mode of
transport we are listening to. As usual we have also been working
on our gross and fine motor skills. It’s been a busy term!

Fox class have an amazing
spring term exploring our
topic ‘vehicles and
transport’. We have learnt
about how transport has
changed from past to
present, learnt how rockets
fly and even built our own
boats to see if they would
float or sink! Fox class have
done some fantastic writing
and made good progress
with phonics. In maths, we
have been playing lots of
games to build fluency
counting in hundreds, tens
and ones as well as
exploring addition and
subtraction. One of our
favourite lessons has been
using the Beebots to give
directions and move them
around a map. Great fun and
communicating by all of Fox
class.

Be Respectful, Be Heard, Be Truthful, Be Safe and Believe in Yourself
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This term we have been
exploring the topic of Healthy
Living and Wellbeing. We have
looked at different foods in
cooking such as healthy
options, for example making
hummus and that it is okay to
have occasional treats as a
balanced diet! We have
researched foods throughout
history as well.

As part of the topic we have
explored things that support our
well-being such as reading,
exercise, places of enjoyment
such as Country parks, and
other individual likes that help
us experience enjoyment.
Using the Zones of Regulation
we have also begun to
understand what we can do to
help us when experiencing
different emotions and it is
important to look after our
emotional health as well.

Kestrels have had a very
busy and active half term
exploring the topic of
Healthy Living and
Wellbeing. The pupils have
taken part in a wide range
of physical and teamwork
activities including
swimming, yoga and
attending table tennis
sessions.

Every Friday, the class has
also worked together to run
Kestrel Café, developing
important life skills such as
communication,
independence and
teamwork. It has been
fantastic to see the pupils
supporting one another
and taking pride in their
roles.

Overall, it has been a
positive half term with lots
of engagement, effort and
enjoyment across the
class!

Be Respectful, Be Heard, Be Truthful, Be Safe and Believe in Yourself
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Owl Class

’ g
v,

Owl class have had a
busy term, we have
been learning about and
practising our phonics
sounds. In maths we
have been looking at
whether things float or
sink, are big or small,
same or different and
fast and slow. We have
had lots of sensory
experiments and
exploration that we
linked to our topic of
healthy living and
wellbeing. After all that
work we thought it was
important to have a spa
day!

Woodpecker Class 2

This term our topic was Healthy
Living and Wellbeing so we
learnt about how to be hygienic,
including doing laundry to make
sure our clothes are clean. We
also learnt about keeping a
balanced diet, we tried some
new foods and learnt how to use
equipment safely. As part of our
topic we’ve also looked at
keeping active and other

activities to help our mental
health so we’ve also had a
weekly walk around the

community where we also get to
practice our road safety.

Be Respectful, Be Heard, Be Truthful, Be Safe and Believe in Yourself
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Sports Trips and Horse-riding We have had lofs

of lovely
opportunities to
develop of
physical skills this
term including
Boccia
competitions with
other Special
Schools, Horse
Riding at the
Shelley Centre,
and even
climbing!

Squirrel Class and Vole Class took part in a Sports Panathlon! They completed
games in parachute popcorn, skittles, precision beanbag, boccia blast, and new
age curling. The pupils enjoyed their day out and they each received a medal
and certificate

Be Respectful, Be Heard, Be Truthful, Be Safe and Believe in Yourself



Hillside Headlines

Keeping everyone up-to-date

AceCentre

This chart = designed to increase learners’ engagement and success with
symbols by bringing them into an egg hunt activity that s motivating and
fun. More charts can be found at

=2 Learners begin to understand how to use symbols by others showing them
how it is done. You need to use the chart yourself, pointing to symbols while you talk and
interact with the learner. It is great if they begin to point too, but don't insist. It can take time

. just keep using it yourself!

Vocabulary

This chart includes words related to the topic as well as core words such as more, stop, like,
want Core words are powerful when used on their own or when put together with topic-
related (fringe) words eg. more find, like Easter egg, look under

As the learner gets going, reinforce learning by repeating what they have commmunicated
and adding an extra symbol. For example, if they pointed to want and find you could reply
"yvou want to find more eggs”™ while pointing to the symbols want, find, more and eggs.

Access

This chart is designed to be used by
pointing to symbols with a finger or similar.
if the learner finds that difficult it can be
used in different ways Learn how in
Chapter 7 of Getting Started with Paper-
Based Symbol Resources or by following
the QR code below.

Practical tips

Laminating the chart will help to protect it
Matte laminator pouches tend to work
better as glossy ones can reflect overhead

lighting.

Next steps

This chart s a first step towards developing
a full communication system. Next steps
will include developing a2 communication
book with a wide range of core and topic
vocabulary. Ace Centre's guide Developing
and Using 3 Communication Book is one
approach to consider.

This chart was created using symbol-based software:
Widgit Symbols: In Print4 from www.widgit.com
Picture Communicate Symbols (PCS): Boardmaker 7 from www.tobiidynavox.co.uk

Want

to learn more about supporting learners

on their AAC journey?

Visit Ace Centre Learning for live and on demand training

Be Respectful, Be Heard, Be Truthful, Be Safe and Believe in Yourself
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[, me, my, mine

you, your(s)

go

more (again)

4

different

Egg Hunt

look (see)

<@
VoA

question

egg hunt

J

want

i

)

Easter egg

~

find under
[E—
&
collect next to chocolate
_.
behind | in front
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