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    Pupil Attendance 
 

If your child is unable to 
attend school – you must phone 
school, by 9:00am, to report their 
absence including the reason why. 
 

If your child requires time off for a 
medical appointment – please provide 
a copy of the appointment 
letter/email/text to the office prior to 
the day of the appointment – there is 
no form that needs to be completed. 
 

If your child requires leave of absence 
for a holiday, funeral, wedding etc. – 
you must complete a ‘Pupil Request 
for Special Leave of Absence’ form 
prior to event. Any requests for 
absence of this type must be put in 
writing on the form and submitted to the 
Headteacher in advance.  
 

We are seeing an increase of lateness 
on pick up and drop off, can we please 
ensure that pupils are in school by 
9:10am and picked up by 3:15pm  

 

Car Park  
Please give way at the top and the bottom of 

the hill and do not block the road.  
 

Do not stop your car in the middle of the 

turning circle or gate and remove your child.  

 

 

Do not park on any of the yellow hash 

markings unless instructed by staff.  
 

Do not swear or smoke/vape on school 

grounds.  
 

Do not speed. 
 

Do not drive in the exit gate in any 

situation.  
 

Please respect each other at all times. We 

are all here to ensure the safety of our 

pupils.  

 

 
Acting HEADTEACHER INSIGHT 
by Shelley Jackson  

 
Welcome back to school everyone! It 
has been enjoyable seeing how 
much pupils have changed over the 
summer holidays. It was lovely to 
see all the pupils so happy to be back 
at school and settled so well back 
into their daily/weekly routines. 
Our new pupils have settled really 
well and all pupils have coped with 
any staff/class changes.  
 
Lizzi Murphy had her baby early in 
September, mother and baby are 
both doing very well.    
 
We have had a busy term as usual 
and lots going on, we welcomed 
Ofsted in September, the staff and 
pupils coped amazingly and I am 
very proud of both pupils and staff. 
We are still awaiting the full report 
back from Ofsted. 
 
We held two charity fundraising 
days, where pupils and staff got 
involved with the events to raise 
awareness and money for these 
charities. We raised £63.00 for 
Jeans for Genes, the charity who 
makes a difference to the lives of 
children and families living with 
genetic conditions. We also raised 
£144.78 at our Macmillan Coffee 
Morning, raising funds for Macmillan 

Cancer Support. Thank you to those 
of you who donated to these very 
worthwhile causes. 
 
All pupils enjoyed French day in 
school, experienced different clothes 
and food from France.  
 
Classes have been busy, getting off 
site for local trips, to supermarkets 
and local park walks working on 
those very important Life Skills of 
communication and road safety 
skills, being out and about in the 
community, as well as working on 
handling money.  

 

 

 

Following fundraising over the last 
few years, we have now had a 
sensory light and sound system 
installed into our hydrotherapy pool 
area. The pupils will get so much 
out of this with lots of intensive 
interaction and enjoyment for all.  
 
A small group of pupils have been 
attending Therapeutic Horse 
Riding on a Thursday, the pupils 
love this valuable experience. 
Rebound therapy will restart for 
some pupils after half term.  
 
We have had a couple of fire drills 
this term, the pupils have coped 
very. Jenny Grainger, Acting 
Deputy Headteacher, is informing 
Parents/Carers via Class Dojo if 
we have a fire drill so that you are 
aware, as we know this can have 
an impact on our pupils. 
 
As we fast approach the October 
half term holiday, the pupils will be 
preparing their classroom with 
class-made Halloween 
decorations. Pupils have been 
invited to come into school on 
Friday 20th October in Halloween 
fancy dress and we will hold a 
whole school Halloween disco at 
the end of the day.  
 
I hope that all pupils have an 
enjoyable half term holiday, and 
we look forward to a busy term 
when we return for the run up to 
Christmas, with lots of festive 
events at the school.  
 
I would like to thank Parents and 
Carers for all their support this 
term and pupils for being their 
normal, fun positive selves and 
making Hillside such a fun place to 
be and learn. 
 
Shelley Jackson 
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Events marked with an asterix* will have 
further details issued nearer the time as 

usual. 

October 2023 
Friday 20th – Halloween fancy dress and 
disco  
Friday 20th – Last Day of Half Term  
 

November 2023 
Monday 13th – Theme Day: Diwali and 
Hinduism 
Friday 17th – ‘Children in Need’ 
fundraising day 
Thursday 30th - Christmas Fayre*  
 

December 2023 
Thursday 7th - Christmas Jumper Day*   
Wednesday 13th - Christmas Show* 
Monday 18th – Santa’s Grotto* 
Tuesday 19th - Christmas Dinner*   
Wednesday 20th – Christmas Disco*  
Wednesday 20th – Last Day of Term  
 

January 2024  
Wednesday 3rd - PD day for staff only 
Thursday 4th – Pupils first day back  

 
Term Dates & other Diary Dates are on 

our website: 
  

www.hillsidespecial.org.uk  
 
 

About Us > Term Dates 
  
 

Family Area > Calendar and Diary Dates  

Contact Details  
 

 01787 372808 
admin@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk 

 

 

Jenny Grainger:  

jenny.grainger@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk  
Sensory Pathway Lead  
Tanya Ogunbiyi 
Tanya.Ogunbiyi@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk 
Specific Pathway Lead 
Emma Bradley 
Emma.Bradley@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk 

 

Structured Pathway Lead  
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