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    Pupil Attendance 
 

If your child is unable to 
attend school – you must phone 
school, by 9:00am, to report their 
absence including the reason why. 
 

If your child requires time off for a 
medical appointment – please provide 
a copy of the appointment 
letter/email/text to the office prior to 
the day of the appointment – there is 
no form that needs to be completed. 
 

If your child requires leave of absence 
for a funeral, wedding etc. – you must 
complete a ‘Pupil Request for 
Special Leave of Absence’ form 
prior to event. Any requests for 
absence of this type must be put in 
writing on the form and submitted to the 
Headteacher in advance.  
 

We are held by the same laws as all 
schools, therefore we are duty bound to 
report any pupil absences.  
There must be exceptional 
circumstances to take a pupil out of 
school and these requests must be 
accompanied by evidence.  
Many absence requests are being 
turned down at the moment as the 
reasons are not classed as exceptional 
circumstances – these absences are 
then reported as unauthorised and are 
reported to Suffolk County Council.  
As a school we should be turning down 
all requests for leave of absence.  
A letter with further details will follow 
shortly.  

 

HEADTEACHER 
INSIGHT 
by Lizzi Murphy 
 

 

Just like that we 

have completed our 
first half term back 

in the new academic year! We have 

had an incredibly successful first 

half term and it has been fantastic 

to see how well everyone has settled 

back into school life especially 
welcoming our new pupils and 

staff!  

Thank you to so many of you who 

took the opportunity to have an 

appointment at parents evening. 

We had the parents/carers of 60 
pupils attend either virtually, face 

to face or by telephone. This is 70% 

of our cohort which is fantastic. If 

you were unable to attend for any 

reason please do get in touch with 
your class teacher to arrange a 

catch up; it is vitally important for 

all pupils’ progress that there is 

good communication between 

home and school.  

Thank you to everyone for being so 
adaptable with the new timings to 

the school day. We know there are 

still some teething problems which 

we are ironing out but we are seeing 

the benefits to pupils’ learning.  
I have seen some fantastic learning 

taking place throughout this half 

term in particular staff and pupils 

embracing our new Maths Program 

which is called Maths for Life. It is 

based upon teaching pupils the 
valuable mathematical skills they 

will need to live as independent 

lives as possible in the future.  

In November we are going to be 

holding a Parents Event/Coffee 
Morning, please look out for a letter 

closer to the time. It would be great 

to see as many of you there as 

possible. The Senior Leadership 

team will be available to talk to you 

about some of our curriculum that 
we are offering as well as provide 

hot drinks and cake!  

I hope you all have a peaceful half 

term break and I look forward to 

seeing the pupils return to school 
on Tuesday 5th November.  

Lizzi  
 

Car Park  
We understand that pick up and drop off 

can be difficult at times. Thank you for 

being patient as we iron out the kinks of 

our new timings. We are working with 

our transport providers to fix any issues.  

The following points are really important 

for parents who drop off and collect:  

Please give way at the bottom of the 

hill to allow cars to leave the site.   
 

Do not stop your car in the middle 

of the turning circle or gate and 

remove your child.  

 

 

Do not park on any of the yellow 

hash markings unless instructed by 

staff.  
 

Do not swear or smoke/vape on 

school grounds.  

Do not overtake queuing traffic to 

enter the exit gate.  

Do not drive in the exit gate in any 

situation.  
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School Uniform  
 

You all should have received the letter about 

our new School Uniform provider. ‘My 

Clothing’ provide a wider range of sizes for 

our pupils of branded school wear. For the 

first weekend in half term there is an offer of 

free shipping – please use the code 

FREESHIP when placing an order.  

A reminder that although all of our school 

uniform is optional, we believe that wearing 

a school uniform encourages a sense of 

belonging and identity for the pupils. 

The suggested uniform consists of:  

• Dark grey, black or navy trousers, skirt, 

pinafore dress or tailored shorts 

• Royal blue Hillside polo-shirt / T-shirt or 

white shirt / blouse 

• Royal blue Hillside sweatshirt or cardigan 

• Emerald green Hillside T-shirt for PE 
 

 

 
 

Events marked with an asterix* will have 
further details issued nearer the time as 

usual. 
 

November 2024 
Monday 4th – PD Day for staff, school 
shut for pupils  
Tuesday 5th – Pupils return to school - 
Vole Class shut  
Wednesday 6th – Badger Class shut  
Thursday 7th – Squirrel Class shut  
Friday 8th – Rabbit Class shut  
Friday 15th – Children in Need Day*  
Monday 25th – Braiswick School 
Photographs*  
Tuesday 26th – Coffee Morning for 
Parents* 
Thursday 28th – Sky Structures Design 
Day*  
 

December 2024 
Monday 2nd – Christian Christmas 
Theme Day 
Tuesday 10th – Christmas Performance 
Dress Rehearsal (No parents)* 
Friday 13th – Christmas Performance* 
Tuesday 17th – Christmas Fayre* 
Wednesday 18th – Christmas Grotto* 
Thursday 19th  – Christmas Lunch* 
Friday 20th – Last Day of Term 
 

 

Term Dates & other Diary Dates are 
on our website:  

www.hillsidespecial.org.uk  
 

About Us > Term Dates  
Family Area > Diary Dates 

https://familyfirst.co.uk/issue4-24 
  

 

 

Contact Details    01787 372808 admin@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk 
 

Jenny Grainger:  
jenny.grainger@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk  
Specific Pathway Lead  
Shelley Jackson: 
shelley.jackson@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk  
Structured Pathway Lead  
Lizzi Murphy: 
head@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk  
Sensory Pathway Lead 
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