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Hillside Special School 
Newsletter 

February 2017 
 
Warm Welcome 
We are very pleased to welcome five new pupils to the Nursery this term.  We also welcome two 
new pupils to Class F1.  
 
Woodland Trust’s Green Tree Schools 
I am delighted to say we have been awarded both the Bronze and Silver Awards for the 
Woodland Trust’s Green Tree Schools.  This recognises our contribution towards recycling and 
learning about our environment.  We are now working towards the Gold Award.  
 
The Parents and Friends of Hillside Special School Annual General Meeting 27th February 
The Annual General Meeting of the Parents and Friends of Hillside Special School, often known 
simply as ‘The Friends’, will take place at Hillside Special School on Monday 27th February at 
3.45pm. Anyone who wishes to attend is most welcome to come along.  
 
School Photographer - Tuesday 28th February  
Braiswick Photographers will be in school on Tuesday 28th February to take photos of children 
and staff.  As usual, proofs will be sent home with pupils a few days later so that orders can be 
placed if you would like to purchase copies. 
 
Red Nose Day - Friday 24th March 
Just to let you know that we will again be having fun and raising money for Comic Relief on Red 
Nose Day – more information to follow  
Red noses will soon be on sale at branches of Sainsbury’s, if you wish to purchase one. 
 
Special Events, Activities and Educational Visits 
 
This term the pupils have the opportunity to have some Special Celebration Lunches. There 
will be a special menu on these days:  
Chinese New Year – Monday 30th January  
Shrove Tuesday (Pancake Day) – Tuesday 28th February  
St George’s Day – Monday 24th April 
 
Class S2 are taking part in a number of sporting events this term through the ‘Discovery’ 
Sports Programme including: 

 Ten Pin Bowling at Kingpin, on 20th January 

 Tennis Tournament at Inspire, Ipswich on 3rd February  

 Swimming Gala on 8th February 

 Currently S2 are taking part in Gymnastics at Pipers Vale every Monday 
 
We will be holding our annual Boccia Championships for the Primary and Secondary 
Departments this term. 
 
Groups of pupils from the Primary Department are making regular visits to the Eden Rose 
Coppice in Sudbury as part of our Forest Schools Programme. 
 
Weekly Percussion Sessions for pupils in the Senior Department are continuing this term led 
by a tutor from the County Music Service. 
 
The local Christian drama group ‘Open the Book’ attend our Primary and Secondary 
Department assemblies on a fortnightly basis, to present well known stories from the Bible. 
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Reminder of Procedures for School Closure due to Severe Weather or other Unforeseen 
Difficulty 
We hope that the school will not be affected by severe weather conditions but, just in case, this 
is a reminder about procedures. 
 
If the school is unable to open due to severe weather: 
School closures are announced through the local radio stations. Radio Suffolk has timed 
updates at 10 minutes past and 20 minutes to the hour. You can view Suffolk County Council 
School Closures web page at http://schoolclosures.suffolk.gov.uk. We will also endeavour to put 
a notice on the home page of our school website www.hillsidespecial.org.uk.  
 
If the school is open but there is severe weather in the surrounding areas: 
Transport operators have the responsibility for getting children safely to and from school. They 
will decide whether to bring your child to school or not, given their knowledge of the prevailing 
road conditions. If conditions hinder specific bus or taxi routes only, then no radio or website 
announcements will be made. You may wish to advise your child’s transport operator of your 
contact number/s, in advance, in case they need to contact you, as Suffolk County Council 
School Transport team do not pass on this information to the transport operators. 
  
If the school is open but weather conditions worsen during the day: 
With knowledge of prevailing weather conditions the school or transport operators may decide 
that pupils need to leave school before the end of a normal school day. If this were the case we 
would contact you to make sure that someone will be at home to receive them. Please ensure 
that the school office always has up to date contact numbers and a responsible person is 
contactable at all times in case of any necessary early closures or changes to transport home.  
 
Many thanks in anticipation of your co-operation and understanding should any difficulties arise. 
 
Half Term Holiday – 13th to 17th February 
Just to remind you, our Half Term Holiday is next week and the children return to school on 
Monday 20th February. 
 
I hope you have an enjoyable half term. 
 
 
 
Gail Baxter 
Acting Headteacher 
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