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Fond Farewells 
We will be saying a fond farewell to Carol Ashworth, our Assistant Head Teacher, who is 
retiring at the end of this term. She has worked at Hillside for sixteen years and we are 
going to miss her very much. For many of you, Carol has been a familiar voice at the end 
of the telephone, as a First Aider or teacher. Carol has made a great contribution to the 
smooth running of the school, and the Hydrotherapy Pool, and has shown a huge 
commitment over many years. I am sure you would like to join me in wishing Carol a 
happy retirement.  
 
We will also be saying farewell to Sharon Scott, who has been teaching in the Secondary 
class (S2) for the past three years.  Sharon is moving on to the next step in her teaching 
career and we will miss her very much but wish her every success in the future. 
 
Farewell Assembly Friday 31st March 
Parents and carers are very welcome to come along to our farewell assembly on Friday 
31st March starting at 2.45pm. I am sure it will be a very emotional occasion for Carol and 
Sharon but we would love to see you there. 
 
School Leadership for the Summer Term 2017 
I am very pleased to be able to tell you that we will have a new Headteacher, Ms Michelle 
Kelly, from April 2017. I will be returning to my post as Deputy Headteacher. Michelle has 
considerable expertise in special educational needs and I know the children very well. I am 
sure that Hillside will continue to be very successful under our leadership next term. 
I would also like to take this opportunity to express my thanks to the pupils, parents and 
carers and staff for their support over the past year. This has been greatly appreciated. 
 
A Warm Welcome to Hillside 
We also welcome to Hillside a new teacher, Ms Daiva Paulauskiene, who will be teaching 
Class P2.  Also new to school are Ellie and Jane, our two new Midday Supervisory 
Assistants.  
 
Changes to Class Teachers 
On our return in April there will be some changes to the class teachers.  
Mrs Jan Aries and Miss Kristy Wood will be teaching Class S2;  Mrs Karen Pilgrim and Mr 
Lee Howard-Calderbank will be teaching Class S1 and Ms Daiva Paulauskiene will teach 
Class P2. 
 
Comic Relief Friday 24th March 
We held a range of activities during the week beginning 20th March in order to have fun 
and raise money for Comic Relief.  Staff and pupils bought home-made cakes each day: 
we held a ‘Hillside’s Got Talent’ competition each day in Assembly and on Friday we had a 
range of fun activities to take part in.  The week culminated in Assembly on Friday where 
we built a pyramid of ‘Pringle’ children and adults and presented the money raised by each 
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class.  I am delighted to announce that we raised £201.36.  Thank you to everyone who 
contributed to this. 
 
Parent Governor Representatives 
Our Governing Body currently has two vacancies for Parent Governors.  The Governors 
play a vital role in the life and direction of the school.  There are two meetings a term to 
attend plus some training.  If you feel you would like to become a Parent representative 
please contact me at school and I will provide you with more information. 
 
The One Way System and Bus and Taxi times  
To ensure that our pupils are kept as safe as possible it is really important that everyone 
abides by the One-Way System in place at school. 
Please can I again request that parents bringing and collecting their children from school 
do not enter the school car park through the out gate but join the taxis, in the centre of the 
drop zone, where we will get you through as quickly as possible.  It is possible to drop your 
child directly from this position, if you wish, or to progress to the car park.  Thank you for 
your help with this. 
 
As you are aware we have recently revised the way and times that taxis arrive at school to 
transport pupils home at the end of the school day.  After a few initial teething problems 
this system is working extremely well and pupils are leaving school more quickly than 
previously. 
 
Easter Holiday Dates 
After another very busy term, we break up for the Easter holidays on Friday 31st March. 
The summer term starts for children on Wednesday 19th April.  
 
Wishing you all a very Happy Easter. 
 
 
 
Gail Baxter 
Acting Headteacher 

 


