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Coronovirus 
 
 

As you will all be aware, Coronovirus 

continues to be emphasised in the news.  

The guidance we have received from the 

Government is focused on hygiene and 

handwashing. It states ‘the importance of 

washing your hands more often, especially: 

 when you get to work or arrive home 

 after you blow your nose, cough or 

sneeze 

 before you eat or handle food 

You should wash your hands for 20 seconds, 

using soap and water or use hand sanitiser. 

You should also cough or sneeze into tissues 

before binning them’.  
 

Guidance suggests that if you do not have a 

tissue you can sneeze or cough into the crook 

of your elbow. 

If you or anyone you have come into contact 

with has returned from one of the affected 

countries/regions, please can you refrain from 

entering the building and phone 111 for 

advice.  
We will update you if guidance to us changes. 

 

HEADTEACHER 
INSIGHT 
by Lizzi Murphy 
 

Now that my position as 
Headteacher at Hillside is 
permanent, I wanted to take the 
time to introduce myself to you all 
more formally.   
 

I grew up in Woodbridge in the 
east of Suffolk, where I spent a 
happy childhood. At 19 I decided 
to pursue teaching and moved to 
Twickenham in West London in 
order to do so. I graduated from 
University and have been 
teaching pupils with Severe, 
Profound and Multiple Learning 
Difficulties ever since.  
 

I worked in three different schools 
in Surrey and West London as a 
class teacher and in various 
Leadership positions.  
 

I have been married for 9 years 
and have a six-year-old son and a 
two-year-old daughter.  
 

After 12 years in London, we 
decided we wanted to be closer to 
family and live in the countryside, 
so we decided to relocate to South 
Norfolk, near my parents. At the 
time I was looking for the right 
school to move to rather than 
looking for a specific Leadership 
position. That is when I saw a 
vacancy at Hillside and have been 
working here as class teacher for 
the last year and a half.  
 

I am first and foremost a teacher. 
My passion has always been 
teaching and ensuring that the 
pupils and young adults in my 
classes receive an outstanding 
education and the best care 
possible. Having been at Hillside 
for 18 months now, I want to 
ensure that this happens here; 
that all of our pupils continue to 
receive an outstanding 
individualised education. 
 

Please do not hesitate to contact 
me if you would like to discuss 
any aspect of Hillside School.  
Lizzi x 

Pupils and Staff Changes 
 

 

Due to personal circumstances, Felix 
left us at the beginning of February. 
He has returned to Spain to be 
closer to his family.  
 

We are really sad to say that Robin 
has decided to leave us this Easter. 
She is going to work at another 
Special School to extend her 
knowledge and experiences. We 
wish her all the luck for the future.  
 

We have appointed a new class 
teacher who is due to start with us 
later this month to support the 
transition process for Hedgehog 
class.  
 

Sue from our admin team left us this 
term. She decided to spend more 
time with her family and had the 
opportunity to travel with her 
husband. We wish her all the best 
for her future. Sue’s replacement 
will start after Easter. 
 

We have recently appointed seven 
new LSAs. Their recruitment will 
help to increase the staffing in many 
of the classes to further increase the 
support for our pupils.  
 

I would like to thank all of our staff 
for the hard work and dedication 
they continue to give to our pupils 
every day.  

BRAVE Curriculum  

and Home-Learning 
 

 

Home-Learning (homework) 

continues to go from  

strength to strength!  
 

Here are some suggestions for 

some Home-Learning activities 

this term: 
 

- Help around the house – can you 

do one of the chores?  

- Go for a walk – can you find any 

of the new flowers such as tulips or 

snowdrops? 

-  Learn your favourite song in 

Makaton? There are some great 

YouTube videos.  

- Read or listen to a story at least 5 

times a week.  

- Go swimming.  

- Take a photograph 

of something you 

really like looking at.  

GeeWizz 

We are really excited that 

the funds raised by Giles 

Abrey and donated to 

GeeWizz has meant we are 

now the proud owners of a 

Magic Carpet by Sensory 

Guru.  
 
 

This is an interactive 

floor projector, which can 

also be projected onto 

tables and wheelchair 

trays, so all our students 

will be able to access it 

and it will provide a wide 

range of sensory, immersive 

learning experiences. 
  

We can’t wait to get it in 

use across the school!  
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Social Media and 
Technology 

 
 

Due to our concerns with the safety of 
Facebook and the ease at which 
images can be shared, we have 
decided that we will stop using our 
Facebook page. We have attempted 
to increase security around the page, 
however due to the need for it to be 
set up as a Business Page, we are 
not satisfied with the level of security 
available. Our Facebook page will 
contain information only about the 
school and events for the time being. 
As a team, we are going to be looking 
into an alternative. Anyone who can 
recommend a system that is used by 
other schools in the area, please do 
let me know your experiences, as we 
will be looking for an alternative way 
of communicating what goes on in 
school that we feel is more secure. 
Thank you, Lizzi.   
 

 

Dates for Your Diaries 
 

Events marked with an asterix* 
further details will be issued nearer 
the time as usual. 
 

March 2020 
Monday 9th to Friday 13th – Sports Week*  
Friday 13th – Rabbit Class Assembly 
Monday 16th – Hillside Family Get 
Together* - Makaton  
Tuesday 17th – St Patricks Day for 
Students* 
Thursday 19th – Swallowing Awareness 
Day – by invite only* 
Friday 20th – Hedgehog Class Assembly 
 

April 2020 
Wednesday 1st – Hillside’s Got Talent* 
Thursday 2nd – Headteacher’s Surgery  
 

 

Additional dates can be found 
on our website:  

www.hillsidespecial.org.uk  
 Family Area > Diary Dates 

 

 
 

Fundraising 
 

A parent, Ivan Wright, will be 
fundraising for The Parents and 
Friends of Hillside by taking part in the 
London Marathon this year. Please 
see full details at ‘Just Giving’ and 
support him in raising as much as 
possible: 
 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ 
ivan-wright13 
 

Thank you and good luck Ivan!  
 

INVENTRY – VISITOR MANAGEMENT 
SYSTEM 

 
Thank you for your support by not 

allowing our pupils to play with the 
monitor in reception. Touch screen 

monitors are readily available in 
society and it is important that we teach 

our young people which ones are 
appropriate to be touched.  Ours has 

been installed for safety purposes – it 
means we are aware of who is in the 

building at all times especially during a 
fire. If someone has played with the 

screen and accidently signed someone 
out – we will not know to look for them 

in the event of an emergency.  
Please may I also ask that any of you 

that come into school, even for a couple 
of minutes, sign yourselves in using the 

system.  
Thank you for all your support with this. 

Hillside Youth Club 
 

From the Summer Term, we have 
the opportunity to run our 

Youth Club after school on two 
days a week. We will be running 
the group on a Monday and a 

Wednesday from the start of the 
Summer Term.  

 

More information will follow – 
watch this space for details! 

 School Holidays  

 

The last day in school this term for 
pupils will be  

Thursday 2nd April. 2020. 
We will re-open for pupils on 

Monday 20th April 2020.  
 

Term dates can be found on our website: 
www.hillsidespecial.org.uk  

 

 About Us > Term Dates 
 

 

REMINDERS 
If your child has had diarrhoea 

and/or vomiting (D&V) please ensure 
they stay off school until 48 hours 

after the last period of D&V. 
 

If your child is absent for any reason, 
please contact the school directly. 
Unfortunately, we cannot accept 

messages from anyone other than 
parents or carers. Thank you! 

 

HILLSIDE FAMILY GET TOGETHER  
 

Next meeting date: Monday 16th March 2020 from 1.30pm to 2.30pm 
 

Topic: Communication and Makaton Taster Session  
Representatives from the Speech and Language Therapy team will also 
be in attendance.  

  

Half termly Get Together. 
Come and join us for tea, coffee and biscuits, an 
informal chat and discussions about a variety of topics. 
More information will follow shortly.  

 

http://www.hillsidespecial.org.uk/
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/%20ivan-wright13
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/%20ivan-wright13

