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Pupil Premium Strategy Statement 2021-24 

 
This statement details our school’s use of pupil premium (and recovery premium for the 
2021 to 2022 academic year) funding to help improve the attainment of our 
disadvantaged pupils.  
 
It outlines our pupil premium strategy, how we intend to spend the funding in this 
academic year and the effect that last year’s spending of pupil premium had within our 
school.  

School overview 

Detail Data 

School name Hillside Special School 

Number of pupils in school  83 

Proportion (%) of pupil premium eligible pupils 43% 

Academic year/years that our current pupil premium 
strategy plan covers (3 year plans are recommended) 

2021/2022 

2022/2023 

and 2023/2024 

Date this statement was published December 2021 

Date on which it will be reviewed Autumn 2022  

Statement authorised by 
Lizzi Murphy, 
Headteacher 

Pupil Premium Lead Lizzi Murphy 

Chairman of Governors Rebecca Frances 

Funding overview 

Detail Amount 

Pupil premium funding allocation this academic year £46,080 

Recovery premium funding allocation this academic year £10,440 

Pupil premium funding carried forward from previous 
years (enter £0 if not applicable) 

£15,635 

Total budget for this academic year £72,155 
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Part A: Pupil premium strategy plan 

Statement of intent 

Hillside Special School will use its Pupil Premium Funding to enhance the learning 

opportunities for disadvantaged pupils.  

This includes providing an enhanced curriculum where pupils can apply skills that they 

have learned to a variety of different contexts as well as providing additional activities 

to close the gap for those pupils who are not achieving their full potential.  

Hillside wants their pupils to achieve their full potential, develop their independence 

and life skills and to communicate to the best of their ability.  

As a school for pupils with SLD and PMLD all of our pupils are severely disadvantaged. 

Although we ensure that those pupils who are eligible are receiving the additional input 

required to close the gap, we acknowledge that all of our pupils benefit from the extra 

support funded through PPG. 

Challenges 

This details the key challenges to achievement that we have identified among our 
disadvantaged pupils. 

Challenge 
number 

Detail of challenge  

1 
From Teachers’ meetings and Performance Management Reviews, it has 
been identified that there are gaps in Teachers’ knowledge of Early Literacy 
and Phonics Skills. 

2 

From Teacher Observations and analysis of Physical Outcomes on pupils’ 
Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs), we need to increase our 
understanding of ways in which pupils with Profound and Multiple Learning 
Difficulties (PMLD) can have access to high quality Physical Education, at an 
appropriate level. 

3 

Progress demonstrated within classes from pupils working towards their EHCP 
targets is very successful. Pupils need to be given the opportunity to show that 
they can generalise and demonstrate skills that they have learned in a variety 
of environments outside of the classroom.  

4 
Some pupils arriving in school unprepared for learning. The cause of this has 
been found to be due to several reasons, including length of travel, hunger and 
sensory processing difficulties. 
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Intended outcomes  

This explains the outcomes we are aiming for by the end of our current strategy plan, 

and how we will measure whether they have been achieved. 

Intended outcome Success criteria 

For pupils with Profound and Multiple 
Learning Difficulties (PMLD) to have access 
to high quality Physical Education, at an 
appropriate level. 

Pupils with PMLD will all have access to the 
MOVE - PMLD Physical Education 
programme and will have individualised 
targets which support their physical 
development to increase independence.  

For Teachers’ understanding of Early Literacy 
and Phonics to improve, in order to increase 
pupils’ communication progress. 

Pupils working one the Engagement Profile 
Level will have access to regular Intensive 
Interaction sessions within their classroom 
environments and will demonstrate improved 
non-verbal communication skills.  

 

Teachers will be able to use Colourful 
Semantics to support the sentence structure 
and communication development of pupils 
working at a level where they are able to 
communicate through two or more written or 
spoken words.  

 

Teachers will have the phonetic knowledge 
to be able to teach Early Reading and 
Writing through the use of Read, Write Inc. 
to pupils who have the cognitive ability to do 
so. Pupils with more moderate learning 
difficulties will have access to a range of 
teaching methods to push their development 
further.  

 

Pupils will have access to approaches that 
support their development of social skills 
through the use of Attention Autism and all 
pupils will develop their attention and social 
skills including waiting and turn taking.  

For pupils to have access to an enhanced 
curriculum, so they can generalise skills 
learnt in the classroom in other environments. 

Pupils will have opportunities through Music 
Therapy to generalise their communication 
skills that are being learned in the 
classrooms. Pupils will have support to 
manage their behaviour and social 
difficulties to be able to have increased 
access to the curriculum.  

 

Pupils will have opportunities through 
Therapeutic Art to generalise their 
communication skills that are being learned 
in the classrooms. Pupils will have support 
to manage their behaviour and social 
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difficulties to be able to have increased 
access to the curriculum.  

 

Pupils will have opportunities through 
Aromatherapy to improve their wellbeing 
and will have support to manage their 
behaviour and social difficulties to be able to 
have increased access to the curriculum.  

 

Pupils will have access to different 
environments such as through Forest 
Schools to generalise skills that they have 
learned in the classroom. Pupils will have 
access to environments that they are not 
used to, in order to expand their continued 
development.  

 

Pupils in the Sensory and Structured 
Pathways will have access to Sensory 
Stories on a regular basis to support their 
ability to process information which will 
support with their EHCP progress.  

 

Pupils in the Sensory and Structured 
Pathways will have access to regular 
TacPac sessions within their classroom 
environments and will demonstrate improved 
non-verbal communication skills.  

 

Pupils with Autism and other social 
difficulties will develop their social skills 
through structured Lego Therapy sessions.  

For pupils to have access to activities and 
resources in order to prepare them for 
learning. 

All pupils will have access to Breakfast 
Club and they are able to access learning 
from first thing in the morning.  

All pupils will have access to resources   
suggested by the External Occupational 
Therapy Service specialising in Sensory 
Processing (resources not already 
covered by COVID catch-Up Premium) 
and will successfully engage in their sensory 
diets and reduce episodes of challenging 
behaviour associated with sensory 
processing difficulties.   
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Activity in this academic year 

This details how we intend to spend our pupil premium (and recovery premium funding) 

this academic year to address the challenges listed above. 

Teaching (for example, CPD, recruitment and retention) 

Budgeted cost: £ 10,000  

Activity Evidence that supports this approach Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

MOVE - 
PMLD 
Physical 
Education  

The MOVE Programme is an activity-based practice that 
enables disabled young people to gain independent 
movement. It uses the combined approach of education, 
therapy and family knowledge to teach the skills of sitting, 
standing, walking and transitioning between. The aim of the 
MOVE Programme is to offer these movement opportunities 
to disabled people, opening up and transforming the world 
around them and creating an accessible, interesting and 
educational world full of opportunity and choice. 
https://www.enhamtrust.org.uk/what-is-move 

Challenge 
Number 2  

Intensive 
Interaction 

Intensive interaction teaches and develops the 
‘Fundamentals of Communication’ attainments such as: use 
and understanding of eye contacts, facial expressions, 
vocalisations leading to speech, taking turns in exchanges of 
conversation and the structure of conversation.  
https://www.intensiveinteraction.org/find-out-more/history/ 

Challenge 
Number 1  

Colourful 
Semantics  

Colourful semantics is an approach created by Alison Bryan. It 
is aimed at helping children to develop their grammar but it is 
rooted in the meaning of words (semantics). Colourful seman-
tics reassembles sentences by cutting them up into their the-
matic roles and then colour codes them. The approach has 4 
key colour coded stages. There are further stages for adverbs, 
adjectives, conjunctions and negatives. 

https://www.integratedtreatmentservices.co.uk/our-approaches/speech-therapy-
approaches/colourful-semantics-2/ 

Challenge 
Number 1  

Read, Write 
Inc.  

Used in over 5,000 UK Primary schools, Read Write Inc. 
Phonics is a DfE validated Systematic Synthetic Phonics 
programme with a whole school approach to teaching early 
reading and writing, designed to ensure progress for every 
child, in every primary school. Integrated comprehension, 
writing, grammar, spelling, vocabulary and handwriting 
means that Read Write Inc. is more than just a phonics 
programme and helps develop key literacy skills for every 
child. 
https://rmt-website.s3.eu-west-
2.amazonaws.com/Programmes/Phonics/RWIPhonics_Quicklook.pdf 

Challenge 
Number 1 



Hillside Special School – Pupil Premium Strategy Statement 2021-2024 

Page 6 of 8 
 

Attention 
Autism  

Confident and fluent use of:         
 Dynamic visually supported communication skills 
 Adapted and modified language to increase  

understanding and spontaneous expressive communica-
tion 

 Engagement as a fundamental technique for tackling 
behaviour problems 

 Techniques that encourage children to develop  
self-regulation skills 

 Demonstration and modelling 
 Delivery of activities that inspire children’s attention and 

motivate communication 
 Techniques and activities that target individual and  

curriculum objectives 
Importantly this approach will help you plant shared good 
memories that underpin good relationships, communication 
and learning. 
Create exciting and joyful times together – the best way for 
everyone to learn! 
https://ginadavies.co.uk/parents-services/professional-shop/foundation/ 

Challenge 
Number 1 

 

Targeted academic support (for example, tutoring, one-to-one support 

structured interventions)  

Budgeted cost: £ 50,000 

Activity Evidence that supports this approach Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

Music 
Therapy 

Music Therapy is an established psychological clinical inter-
vention, delivered by HCPC registered music therapists to 
help people whose lives have been affected by injury, illness 
or disability through supporting their psychological, emotional, 
cognitive, physical, communicative and social needs. 
https://www.bamt.org/music-therapy/what-is-music-therapy 

Challenge 
Number 3 

Therapeutic 
Art 

Therapeutic art provides small group and one to one 
opportunities for pupils to develop their ability to 
communicate their feelings and emotions.  

Challenge 
Number 3 

Aromatherapy 
Aromatherapy uses specific smells, from a trained 
Aromatherapist, to target the brain to support wellbeing and 
stress relief.  

Challenge 
Number 3 

Forest 
Schools 

Forest Schools are nature-based communities where trained 
practitioners nurture learner-led exploration and discovery, 
nurturing meaningful experiences for positive lifelong im-
pacts. 
Wellbeing is the foundation of our practice and through rec-
ognising the social, emotional and physical needs of partici-
pants we provide the guidance and facilitation for our time in 
nature. 
https://www.forestschools.com/pages/what-is-forest-school-an-introduction 

Challenge 
Number 3 
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Sensory 
Stories 

Sensory stories convey simple narratives using a mixture of 
text and complimentary sensory experiences. Each section 
of the story (normally just a short sentence or two in length) 
is accompanied by a sensory experience to help bring the 
story to life. For example, in a story where a boat is crossing 
a sea, water spray may be sprayed. When telling sensory 
stories, it is good to incorporate all the senses where 
appropriate so touch, smell, sounds, taste and visual 
stimuli. Sensory stories are appropriate for all learners in 
school and enable them to access stories in a many 
different ways rather than just auditory involvement. 
https://www.thebridgeschool.co.uk/sensory-stories/ 

Challenge 
Number 3 

TacPac 

Tacpac draws together touch and music to create a 
structured half hour of sensory communication between two 
people. Tacpac creates sensory alignment and helps people 
of any age who have sensory impairment, developmental 
delay, complex learning difficulties, tactile defensiveness, 
and limited or pre-verbal levels of communication. 
https://tacpac.co.uk/ 

Challenge 
Number 3 

Lego Therapy  

Playing with LEGO® in a therapy setting promotes social 
interaction, turn-taking skills, sharing, collaborative problem-
solving and the learning of concepts. It can be used to target 
goals around social skills, language and motor skills. By 
using a commonly adored tool like LEGO® it capitalises on 
its existing motivation and supports self-esteem by allowing 
the participants to demonstrate their skills in a social 
situation. It also sets up a positive opportunity for guided 
social problem-solving to help develop social skills that can 
then be used in other situations. 
https://therapyfocus.org.au/on-the-blog/what-is-lego-therapy/ 

Challenge 
Number 3 

 

Wider strategies (for example, related to attendance, behaviour, wellbeing) 

Budgeted cost: £ 2,500 

Activity Evidence that supports this approach Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

Breakfast Club 

Pupils arriving into school who have been on 
transport for an extended period of time or since 
early in the morning were showing increased 
behavioural and communication challenges. 
Providing food on arrival into school has removed 
this barrier to learning for many pupils.  

Challenge 
Number 4 

Sensory Processing 
resources (resources 
not already covered 
by COVID catch-Up 
Premium) 

An external Occupational Therapist is being sourced 
to provide training and Sensory diets for all pupils in 
school who require one. The funding set aside for 
this will not cover the resources required for pupils to 
access and carry out their sensory diets. That is what 
this budget is for.   

Challenge 
Number 4 

 

Total budgeted cost to date: £ 62,500 [sum of 3 amounts stated above] 
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Part B: Review of outcomes in the previous academic 
year 

Pupil premium strategy outcomes 

For the 2020 to 2021 academic year, please refer to our ‘2020-21 Pupil Premium 

Use and Impact Statement’ for details. 


