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Coronavirus 
 

Any pupil who presents with the 

following symptoms must stay at home 

and arrange to be tested for COVID19:  
High temperature – this means you feel hot to 

the touch on your chest or back (you do not 

need to measure your temperature)   

A new, continuous cough – this means 

coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or 

more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you 

usually have a cough, it may be worse than 

usual)  

A loss or change to your sense of smell or 

taste – this means you’ve noticed you cannot 

smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste 

different to normal 

 

School must be made aware at the earliest 

possible moment in order for us to follow 

protocols.   

 
If a pupil presents with a persistent cough 

or a temperature over 38°C at school, 

they will be moved to an area where they 

can be isolated. Parents will be phoned 

and there is an expectation that transport 

is arranged by parents (e.g. personal car, 

personal taxi etc.) to collect the pupil as 

soon as possible.  

They will not be allowed to go home on 

their usual School Transport. 

 

HEADTEACHER 
INSIGHT 
by Lizzi Murphy 
 

 

We continue to 
experience a very 
different Hillside 
due to the ever changing 
situation around COVID-19. 
However, the pupils and staff 
remain as resilient, dedicated 
and hard working as ever.  
I am incredibly honoured to run 
such a positive school where 
pupils continue to amaze us with 
their progress.  
Our school performance, was 
again, a huge success even with 
all the measures we had to put 
in place to ensure that it could 
continue to happen. A huge 
thank you must go out to my 
right hand woman, Shelley, who 
put an incredible amount of time 
and effort into making sure that 
it was the success that it turned 
out to be.  
I hope everyone manages to have 
an enjoyable festive period and is 
able to stay safe and healthy over 
the two week break.  
Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year!  
 
Lizzi  

 Contact Details  
 

 01787 372808 

admin@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk 

 

Pathway Leads 

 

Jenny Askew:  

Sensory Pathway Lead - 

for Squirrel, Badger 

and Owl classes 

 

Shelley Jackson: 

Structured Pathway 

Lead - for Vole, 

Rabbit and Lark 

classes  

 

Wendy Battye: 

Specific Pathway Lead 

- for Hedgehog, Fox 

and Kestrel classes 

 

 

 GOVERNORS AT HILLSIDE 
 

After more than 20 years as a Governor and more 
recently as our Chair of Governors, Sue Gilbert has 
stepped down from our Governing Body. I hope you 
will all join me in wishing her well for the future and 
in thanking her profusely for all that she has done 
for Hillside over the years.  
Becca Frances, a new Governor at Hillside has been 
voted in as our new Chair of 
Governors. Becca’s background 
is as a Deputy Headteacher of a 
Special School in a neighbouring 
county. We are looking forward 
to welcoming her into our school and working with 
her moving forward, to ensure we continue to 
provide an outstanding education for all.  

Hillside’s NHS Speech and Language Therapy Team’s… 
Hakuna Matata!                                       …Communication Corner 

 

Firstly, we wanted to say a massive thank you for inviting the SALT 
team to the Hillside performance of The Lion King. There was not a dry 
eye in the house! It was incredibly inspiring to see all the children 
involved and having lots of fun. It was wonderful to see the children 
using their communication systems in whatever form, Talkpads, switches, 
verbal and expressions through dance and of course smiling. We are aware 
how much energy and dedication goes into the preparation for such a 
performance and we have the bonus of being able to see this as a member 
of the audience. The costumes and set were Fab-u-lous! It was a ten from 
us!  
It’s been a pleasure this term to work with your children and alongside a 
committed staff team who are passionate about communication and 
ensuring every child has a voice.  
We wish you all a very Merry Christmas from Sarah, Amy and Charlie 
(your dedicated Speech and Language Therapy Team).  
As always please do not hesitate to contact us should you wish to discuss 
your child’s speech, language and communication needs.  
Stay safe and we look forward to seeing the children in the new year!  

mailto:admin@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk
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Events marked with an asterix* will 
have further details issued nearer the 
time as usual. 
 

January 2022 
Tuesday 4th January –  PD Day – 
No pupils 
Wednesday 5th January –  Pupils 
return to school  
Wednesday 26th January –  
Hillside Family Get Together* 
February 2022 
Tuesday 1st February – Chinese 
New Year Theme Day* 
Wednesday 2nd February to 
Friday 4th February – Challenge 
Partners Review of Hillside*   
Friday 18th February – Last Day 
of Half Term.  
Saturday 19th February to 
Sunday 27th February – Half Term 
Holidays 
 

Term Dates & other Diary 
Dates are on our website:  
www.hillsidespecial.org.uk  

 

About Us > Term Dates  
Family Area > Diary Dates 

 

Staff and Pupils  
We are really excited that Declan, one 
of our pupils, has done such an 
amazing job and will be leaving us at 
the end of this term to attend Kersey 
Primary School full time. We are 
exceptionally proud of him and will 
miss him lots! Good luck!  
We welcomed Eslem, a new pupil, into 
Hedgehog class two days a week this 
half term. Eslem will be joining us full 
time after Christmas.  
We will also be welcoming Tiegan on a 
long transition. She will be joining us 
full time in September 2022.  
We have a sad Goodbye to say at the 
end of this term. Barbara has 
contributed to life at Hillside for over 
20 years and her fountain of 
knowledge and skills will be sorely 
missed. We hope that she thoroughly 
enjoys her retirement.  
 

Reporting Absences   
 

If your child is unwell 
and unable to attend school – you 
must phone school, by 9:00am, to 
report their absence including the 
reason why.  
 

If your child requires time off school 
for a medical appointment – please 
provide a copy of the appointment 
letter/email/text to the office prior 
to the day of the appointment – 
there is no form that needs to be 
completed.  
 

If your child requires leave of 
absence for a holiday, funeral, 
wedding etc. – you must complete 
a ‘Pupil Request for Special Leave 
of Absence’ form prior to event. 
Any absence of this type must be put 
in writing on the form and submitted 
to the Headteacher in advance.  
 

The form can be found on our 
website, under the ‘Family Area’ and 
‘Forms’: 
https://www.hillsidespecial.org.uk/par
ents/forms  

 

Testing on return to school 
 

We will be sending lateral flow tests (LFTs) home with all of our 
pupils and staff at the end of this year.  
We are requesting that all pupils and staff test themselves twice 
before returning to school in January 2022. We are asking that 
one of these tests is done the day before they return. This will 

ensure that we are doing all we can to remain safe on our return. 
We understand that not all pupils will be able to test for a variety 
of different reasons. If this is the case, please can all other people 

in the house test instead. 

http://www.hillsidespecial.org.uk/
https://www.hillsidespecial.org.uk/parents/forms
https://www.hillsidespecial.org.uk/parents/forms
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See separate documents on website for ‘photos from classes’ and ‘photos from D.T. Day’ 
 
 

      

     Your Child’s School Needs You! 
 

     Interested in being a Parent Governor? 
 

      Think you can make a Positive Impact at Hillside? 
 

Parent Governors play a vital role, holding the unique position of having a 
parental viewpoint whilst being able to use their skills and knowledge to 
contribute to the continuous improvement of the school.  
 

The Governing Body of Hillside Special School has two vacancies and is 
looking for new parents and/or carers to join them. There are no special 
qualifications needed, just a desire and the drive to play an integral role in 
supporting your child’s school. You may have knowledge or skills from your 
line of work, home life or your hobbies; you never know how you might be able 
to contribute!  
 

If you would like to find out more, and to arrange an informal chat about 
the role, please contact Lizzi Murphy, Headteacher, either by email to 
head@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk or by phone on 01787 372808 
 
We would love to hear from you!  

mailto:head@hillside.suffolk.sch.uk
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